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Not long ago scholars had little access to information about the Russian regions. 
In Soviet times, a handful of studies had dealt with regional and local government 
within the Soviet state, but the lack of accessibility of the oblasti, kraia, and av-
tonomnye respubliki made the empirical base for such studies rather fl imsy. Local 
newspapers, as former Sovietologists remember well, could not be exported, and a 
trip to Saratov or Vladivostok to interview the party bosses on the details of deci-
sion-making in the provincial party bureau was not likely to yield dividends. Our 
view of politics and society in the USSR, as a result, was pretty much limited to what 
went on within the “Garden Ring” of Moscow. Up to the end of Soviet rule, Merle 
Fainsod’s seminal study of provincial life in the 1930s, based on the Smolensk Party 
Archives captured by German troops in 1941, stood more or less alone.1 

By the early 1990s, it had become clear to many that Russia’s regions and 
republics were going to play an important role in the country’s future. By that time, 
several scholars had already penetrated deep into the Russian countryside and were 
observing, gathering, and interviewing. The fi rst general study of the politics of the 
regions appeared in 1994, just after the new constitution had been adopted (Friedgut 
and Hahn, cited below). An impressive number of studies—both comparative be-
tween regions and case studies of individual regions—has since appeared in print, 
and quite a number of single author, book length studies. Another new and potentially 
more important development has been that our colleagues in Russia are now able 
to produce excellent work on center-periphery relations in their own country, and 
in many cases on the politics of their own region.

As a result, we now have a much better picture of the diversity of regimes and 
economies in the Russian regions than ever before, and the moment seems appropriate 
for a fi rst select bibliography. Considering that the authors of the works cited in this 
bibliography are dealing with a topic that has witnessed rapid political, social, and 
economic change over the past fi fteen years or so, we believe the bibliography to be 
a testimony to the exemplary way in which the fi eld of Russian studies has adapted 
to the demise of the Soviet Union. We also believe that the period with which we 
deal—from 1990 up to 2005, in a few cases 2006—is likely, in retrospect, to have a 
certain unity and to mark a certain stage in the development of the Russian federal 
state. At the outset, the USSR was in rapid decline and the republics and regions were 
being urged (in Boris Yeltsin’s celebrated phrase) to “seize as much sovereignty as 
they could swallow.” By the end, President Vladimir Putin was reasserting central 
authority, regional governors were no longer to be directly elected but nominated by 
the president himself, and the fi rst steps had been taken toward the consolidation of 
the eighty-nine republics and regions into a much smaller number (the fi rst merger, 
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between Perm’ oblast and the Komi-Permiak autonomous district, came into effect 
in December 2005).  

This bibliography, while not inclusive, seeks to include a very high proportion 
of the published scholarship on the Russian regions that appeared in English, French, 
German, and Russian during these momentous years. We have concentrated on items 
that are likely to have lasting scholarly value and have omitted most journalistic 
commentaries; even so, it is a lengthy list. For the convenience of users we have 
divided it into the following sections: 

(1) General, page 4; 
(2) Federalism and Center-Periphery Relations, page 8; 
(3) Legal Aspects, page 15; 
(4) Regimes and Elites, page 16; 
(5) Parties, Politicians, and Elections, page 21; 
(6) Economic and Social Aspects, page 25; 
(7) Individual Regions, ordered by individual “subjects of the federation” and 
in some cases by larger geographical areas, 32; 
(8) Periodicals, 93; 
(9) Reference, 93; and 
(10) Internet sites, page 95. 
In addition, we have added a brief annotation when in our judgement this would 

be helpful to readers, particularly when the contents of a volume are not readily 
apparent from its title. We hope that the result will be a useful guide to the state of 
play in Russian regionovedenie as it enters a new stage of its development.
____________________________
We wish to thank those who have helped us prepare this bibliography by providing advice or 
sharing titles: Valentin Bazhanov in Ul’ianovsk; Michael Bradshaw in Leicester; Rene Does 
in Amsterdam; Tania Konn-Roberts of Glasgow University Library; Neil Melvin in Leeds; 
Valentin Mikhailov in Moscow; John Slocum in Chicago; Dmitry Gorenburg in Washington 
DC; Vladimir Gel’man in St Petersburg; and two anonymous reviewers. We owe much also to 
the excellent bibliographical resources of the State Historical Library in Moscow, and to the 
assistance, in Glasgow, of Julia Korosteleva.  
1 Although some valiant attempts were made, including Philip Stewart’s Political Power in the 
Soviet Union: A Study of Decision-Making in Stalingrad (Indianapolis & New York: Bobbs-
Merrill, 1968), Jerry Hough’s The Soviet Prefects: The Local Party Organs in Industrial 
decision-Making (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1969), and Ronald J. Hill’s 
Soviet Political Elites: The Case of Tiraspol (London: Martin Robertson, 1977), while work 
on local government had been carried out by Michael Frolic, William Taubman and Theodore 
Friedgut.
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Journal Abbreviations

AAS  Aziia i Afrika segodnia
BB   Berichte des Bundesinstituts für ostwissenschaftliche und   

  internationale Studien
CEET  Communist Economies & Economic Transformation
CPCS  Communist and Post–Communist Studies
Dem  Demokratizatsiya
EAS  Europe-Asia Studies
EECR  East European Constitutional Review
EGE  Eurasian Geography and Economics
FA   Foreign Affairs
IP   International Politics
JCSTP  Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics
MEMO  Mirovaia ekonomika i mezhdunarodnye otnosheniia
MZh  Mezhdunarodnaia zhizn’
OP   Otkrytaia politika
PCE  Post-Communist Economies
PDV  Problemy Dal’nego Vostoka
PPC  Problems of Post-Communism
PSA   Post-Soviet Affairs
PSG  Soviet-Soviet Geography
PSGE  Post-Soviet Geography and Economics
RCEEL Review of Central and Easrt European Law
RF   Rossiiskaia Federatsiia
SE   Soviet Economy
SG   Soviet Geography
SI   Sotsiologicheskie issledovaniia
SM   Svobodnaia mysl
SPSR  Soviet and Post-Soviet Review
SR   Slavic Review
SS   Soviet Studies
VE   Voprosy ekonomiki
Vestnik DORAN Vestnik Dal’nevostochnogo
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1161–63.
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Politics. Armonk, N.Y.: M. E. Sharpe, 1994.
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Federal Studies 5, no. 2 (Summer 1995): 211–33.
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Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefi eld, 2003. 
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St. Petersburg: Izdatel’stvo Evropeiskogo universiteta v Sankt-Peterburge, 
2003.          

Glezer, O., and P. Polyan, eds., Rossii i ee regiony v XX veke: territoriia—
rasselenie—migratsiia. Moscow: OGI, 2005.

 Covers territory, population, and migration and includes a detailed account of the 2002 
census.

Glinskaia, E. B., and S. N. Smirnov, eds. Territorial’nye problemy sotsial’noi 
politiki. Moscow: State University Higher School of Economics, 2000. 

Granberg, A. G., ed. Strategiia makroregionov Rossii: metodologicheskie podkhody, 
prioritety i puti realizatsii. Moscow: Nauka, 2004.

Gorenburg, Dmitry. “Nationalism for the Masses: Popular Support for Nationalism 
in Russia’s Ethnic Republics.” EAS 53, no. 1 (January 2001): 73–104. 

———. Minority Ethnic Mobilization in the Russian Federation. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2003.

Götz, Roland, and Uwe Halbach. Politisches Lexikon Rußland: Die nationalen 
Republiken und Gebietseinheiten der Rußländischen Föderation. Munich: 
Beck, 1994.

Guboglo, E. M., ed. V labirintakh samoopredeleniia i samoutverzhdeniia: 
etnicheskaia mobilizatsiia natsional’nykh men’shinstv. Vol. 1. Moscow: 
TsIMO, 2003. 

Harris, James R. The Great Urals: Regionalism and the Evolution of the Soviet 
System. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1999.

Herd, Graeme P., and Anne Aldis, eds. Russian Regions and Regionalism. London: 
RoutledgeCurzon, 2003.
Particular attention is devoted to Nizhnii Novgorod, Sakha, St Petersburg, Kaliningrad, 
Moscow, and Primorskii krai. 

Hough, Jerry F. “The Political Geography of European Russia: Republics and 
Oblasts.” PSGE 39, no. 2 (February 1998): 63–95.

Jarygina, T., and G. Martschenko. “Regionale Prozesse in der ehemaligen UdSSR 
und im neuen Rußland.” Osteuropa 43, no. 3 (March 1993): 211–28.

Kirkow, Peter. “Local Self-government in Russia: Awakening from Slumber?” EAS 
49, no. 1 (January 1997): 43–58.

———. Russia’s Provinces: Authoritarian Transformation versus Local Autonomy? 
New York: St. Martin’s, 1997.
The primary emphasis is upon Altaiskii and Primorskii kraia. 

Kivenen, Markku, and Katri Pynnöiemi, eds. Beyond the Garden Ring: Dimensions 
of Russian Regionalism. Helsinki: Kikimora Publications, 2002. 
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A varied collection with contributions from American, British, and Scandinavian as well 
as Russian authors, with some emphasis on the northwestern regions. 

Kolstø, Pål, and Helge Blakkisrud, eds. Nation-Building and Common Values in 
Russia. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefi eld, 2004. 
As well as general chapters, particular attention is devoted to Komi, Bashkortostan, 
Dagestan, Novosibirsk region, St Petersburg, and Moscow.

Komarov, I. K., and E. N. Eremenko, eds. Srednerusskii region: problemy i 
perspektivy. Moscow: RAU Universitet, 1995.
A special issue of the journal Obozrevatel’; the focus is upon the Kostroma, Moscow, 
Novgorod, Pskov, Riazan’, Tver’, and Iaroslavl’ regions.

Krindatsch, Aleksej D., and Rostislaw F. Turowskij. “Die wiederspenstigen 
Regionen: Besteht in Rußland die Möglichkeit einer kommunistischen 
‘Restauration’ oder einer regionalen ‘Reconquista’?” Osteuropa 43, no. 12 
(December 1993): 1124–46.

Krylov, M. P. “Regional’naia identichnost’ v istoricheskom iadre evropeiskoi 
Rossii.” SI, no. 3, 2005, 13–23.

Lapina, N. Iu., ed. Regional’nye protsessy v sovremennoi Rossii: ekonomika, 
politika, vlast’. Sbornik statei. Moscow: INION, 2003.

Leksin, V. N., and A. N. Shvetsov. Gosudarstvo i regiony: teoriia i praktika 
gosudarstvennogo regulirovaniia territorial’nogo razvitiia. 3d ed. Moscow: 
Editorial URSS, 2000.        
A fi rst edition appeared in 1997 and a second in 1999. 

Makarychev, A. S., ed. Sravnitel’nyi regionalizm: Rossiia, SNG, Zapad. 
Materialy mezhdunarodnogo issledovatel’skogo proekta. Nizhnii Novgorod: 
Nizhnegorodskii gosudarstvennyi universitet, 1997. 

———. Region v sostave federatsii: politika, ekonomika, pravo. Nizhnii Novgorod: 
Nizhegorodskii gosudarstvennyi universitet, 1999. 

Marsh, Christopher, and Paul Froese. “The State of Freedom in Russia: A Regional 
Analysis of Freedom of Religion, Media, and Markets.” Religion, State & 
Society 32, no. 2 (June 2004): 137-50.

Matsuzato, Kimitaka, ed. Regions: A Prism to View the Slavic-Eurasian World: 
Towards a Discipline of “Regionology.” Sapporo: Slavic Research Center, 
Hokkaido University, 2000. 
Individual chapters deal with Sakha and the regional elite as well as with other regional 
issues in Russia and the former Soviet republics. 

———. Fenomen Vladimira Putina i rossiiskie regiony: pobeda neozhidannaia ili 
zakonomernaia? Sbornik statei. (Slaviano-evraziiskie issledovaniia, vyp. 1.) 
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Moscow: Materik, 2004. 
Individual chapters are cited by the appropriate region below.

McAuley, Mary. Russia’s Politics of Uncertainty. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1997.
Particular attention is given to Krasnodar krai, Perm’ and Tomsk oblasti, the republics of 
Sakha and Tatarstan, and St. Petersburg.  

Nicholson, Martin. Towards a Russia of the Regions. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1999.

Pain, Emil. “‘Back to the USSR?’ New Trends in Russian Regional Policy.” Dem 
9, no. 2 (Spring 2001): 182-92.

Prava cheloveka v regionakh Rossiiskoi Federatsii: sbornik dokladov o sobytiiakh 
2001 goda. Moscow: Moskovskaia Khel’sinskaia gruppa, 2002. 
A serial publication; the volume for 1999 was published in 2000; the volume for 2003, 
edited by S. Lukashevskii, was published in 2004. 

Prokozhev, A. A., and I. A. Karmanova. Regiony Rossii: sotsial’noe razvitie i 
bezopasnost’. Moscow: Novosti, 2004.

Raleigh, Donald J., ed. Provincial Landscapes: Local Dimensions of Soviet Power, 
1917–1953. Pittsburgh, Pa.: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2001.

Ruble, Blair A., Jodi Koehn, and Nancy E. Popson, eds. Fragmented Space in the 
Russian Federation. Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001.          

Sergunin, Alexander A. “Regionalizatsiia Rossii: rol’ mezhdunarodnykh faktorov.” 
Polis no. 3, 1999, 76–88.

Shlapentokh, Vladimir, Roman Levita, and Mikhail Loiberg. From Submission 
to Rebellion: The Provinces versus the Center in Russia. Boulder, Colo.: 
Westview Press, 1997.

Shtul’berg, B. M., and V. G. Vvedenskii. Regional’naia politika Rossii: 
teoreticheskie osnovy, zadachi i metody realizatsii. Moscow: Gelius, 2000.

Stavrakis, Peter J., Joan DeBardeleben, and Larry Black, eds. Beyond the Monolith: 
The Emergence of Regionalism in Post-Soviet Russia. Washington, D.C.: 
Woodrow Wilson Center Press, 1997.

Stoner-Weiss, Kathryn. “Regionalism and Reform in Provincial Russia.” PSA 11, 
no. 4 (October–December 1995): 384–406.

———. Local Heroes: The Political Economy of Russian Regional Governance. 
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997.
Particular emphasis is given to Nizhnii Novgorod, Tiumen’, Iaroslavl’, and Saratov 
oblasti. 

Taagepera, Rein. The Finno-Ugric Republics and the Russian State. London: Hurst, 
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1999.
Ethnographic in orientation; particular emphasis is placed upon the threat represented by 
the deterioration of the natural environment.

Titkov, A. S. “Obrazy regionov v rossiiskom massovom soznanii.” Polis no. 3, 
1999, 61–75.

Treisman, Daniel S. After the Deluge: Regional Crises and Political Consolidation 
in Russia. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1999.
Deals with fi scal transfers and “fi scal appeasement” across regions, with regional voting 
and with the political strategies of regional governors.

Treivish, A. I., and S. S. Artobolevskii, eds. Regionalizatsiia v razvitii Rossii: 
geografi cheskie protsessy i problemy. Moscow: Editorial URSS, 2001.
Deals mostly with economic issues but includes a chapter on the “political landscape”; it 
aims to consider the implications of regionalism for Russian development. 

Turovskii, R. F., ed. Politicheskie protsessy v regionakh Rossii. Moscow: Tsentr 
politicheskikh tekhnologii, 1998.

2 Federalism and Center-Periphery Relations
Abdulatipov, R. G. Paradoksy suvereniteta: perspektivy cheloveka, natsii, 

gosudarstva. Moscow: Slavianskii dialog, 1995. 
Abdulatipov, R. G., L. F. Boltenkova, and Iu. F. Iarov. Federalizm v istorii Rossii. 

Moscow: Respublika, 1993.
Aleksandrov, V. M., and A. V. Semenov. “Sostoianie i perspektivy razvitiia 

federal’nykh okrugov Rossiskoi Federatsii.” Pravovedenie No. 3, 2002, 85-
95.

Alexseev, Mikhail A., ed. Center-Periphery Confl ict in Post-Soviet Russia: A 
Federation Imperiled. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999.          

Andreev, A. V., and A. T. Karasev. “Predstavitel’naia vlast’ v sub”ektakh Rossiiskoi 
Federatsii: obshchee i osobennoe.” Pravovedenie, no. 1, 2003, 56–61.

Bahry, Donna. “The New Federalism and the Paradoxes of Regional Sovereignty 
in Russia.” Comparative Politics 37, no. 2 (January 2005): 127–46.

Belousov, Viktor, and Mikhail Belousov. “Reforma federativnykh otnoshenii: 
indikator uspekha.” Vlast’, no. 2, 2002, 32–35.

Busygina, Irina M. “Das Institut der Vertreter des Präsidenten in Rußland: Probleme 
des Werdegangs und Entwicklungsperspektiven.” Osteuropa 46, no. 7 (July 
1996): 664–75.

———. “Die Gouverneure im föderativen System Rußlands.” Osteuropa 47, no. 6 
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(June 1997): 544–56.
———. “Der asymmetrische Föderalismus: Zur besonderen Rolle der Republiken 

in der Russischen Föderation.” Osteuropa 48, no. 3 (March 1998): 239–52.
Cherepanov, V. A. Konstitutsionno-pravovye osnovy razdeleniia gosudarstvennoi 

vlasti mezhdu Rossiiskoi Federatsiei i ee sub’ektami. Moscow: MZ-Press, 
2003. 

———. Teoriia rossiiskogo federalizma. Moscow: MZ-Press, 2005.
Clark, William. “Presidential Prefects in the Russian Provinces: Yeltsin’s Regional 

Cadres Policy.” In Graeme Gill, ed., Elites and Leadership in Russian Politics. 
Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1998, 24–51. 

Crosston, Matthew. Shadow Separatism: Implications for Democratic Consolidation. 
Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004. 
Examines how the regional use of bilateral autonomy treaties has infl uenced the long-term 
stability, legitimacy, and effi cacy of the state.

Dobrynin, N. M. Federalizm: istoriko-metodologicheskie aspekty. Novosibirsk: 
Nauka, 2005.

Dowley, Kathleen M. “Striking the Federal Bargain in Russia: Comparative 
Regional Government Strategies.” CPCS 31, no. 4 (December 1998): 359–
80.

Drobizheva, L. M., ed. Asimmetrichnaia federatsiia: vzgliad iz tsentra, republik i 
oblastei. Moscow: Institut sotsiologii RAN, 1998.

Farukshin, Midkhat. “Federalizm i demokratiia: slozhnyi balans.” Polis, no. 6, 
1997, 164–73.
Particular attention is paid to the position of Tatarstan. 

———. Sovremennyi federalizm: rossiiskii i zarubezhnyi opyt. Kazan’: Izdatel’stvo 
Kazanskogo universiteta, 1998. 

———. Federalizm: teoreticheskie i prikladnye aspekty. Moscow: Iurist’, 2004.
Federalizm: teoriia, praktika, istoriia. Moscow: Brat, 1996–. 

Issued quarterly by the Institute of Economics of the Russian Academy of Sciences.
Fedosov, P. A., et al. “Perspektivy rossiiskogo federalizma: federal’nye okruga; 

regional’nye politicheskie rezhimy; munitsipalitety.” Polis, no. 4, 2002, 159–
83.

Filippov, Mikhail, and Olga Shevtsova. “Asymmetric Bilateral Bargaining in the 
New Russian Federation: A Path-Dependence Explanation.” CPCS 32, no. 1 
(March 1999): 61–76.

Forsberg, Tuomas, ed. Contested Territory: Border Disputes at the Edge of the 
Former Soviet Empire. Aldershot: Edward Elgar, 1995. 
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Galkin, A. A., et al. “Federalizm i publichnaia sfera v Rossii.” Polis, no. 4, 2001, 
132–61.
First of a series of papers emanating from the project “Federalism and the Public Sphere 
in Russia and Canada”; continued in Galkin et al. (2002) and Fedosov et al. (2002). Three 
further articles on comparative issues of Russian and Canadian federalism appear in Politiia 
4, no. 27 (Winter 2002–03). 

———. “Evoliutsiia rossiiskogo federalizma.” Polis, no. 3, 2002, 96–128.
Garkusha, P. I. Pravovoi status gubernatorstva v Rossii. Rostov on Don: Rostizdat, 

2004.
Gel’man, Vladimir. “Subnational Institutions in Contemporary Russia.” In Neil 

Robinson, ed., Institutions and Political Change in Russia. Basingstoke: 
Macmillan, 2000, 85–105. 

Goode, J. Paul. “The Push for Regional Enlargement in Putin’s Russia.” PSA 20, 
no. 3 (July–September 2004): 219–57.
Particular attention is paid to Perm’ and Tiumen’. 

Gorenburg, Dmitry. “Regional Separatism in Russia: Ethnic Mobilisation or Power 
Grab?” EAS 51, no. 2 (March 1999): 245–74.

Hahn, Gordon M. “Putin’s Federal Reforms: Reintegrating Russia’s Legal Space 
or Upsetting the Metastability of Russia's Asymmetrical Federalism.” Dem 9, 
no. 4 (Fall 2001): 498–530.

———. “The Impact of Putin’s Federative Reforms on Democratization in Russia.” 
PSA 19, no. 2 (April–June 2003), 114–53.

———. “The Past, Present, and Future of the Russian Federal State.” Dem 11, no. 
3 (Summer 2003): 343–62.

Hale, Henry E., and Rein Tagerpera. “Russia: Consolidation or Collapse?” EAS 54, 
no. 7 (November 2002): 1101–25.

Hughes, James R. “Managing Secession Potential in the Russian Federation.” 
Regional and Federal Studies 11, no. 3 (Autumn 2001), 36–68.

Hyde, Matthew. “Putin’s Federal Reforms and Their Implications for Federal 
Power in Russia.” EAS 53, no. 5 (July 2001): 719–43. 

Ivanov, V. N. Rossiia federativnaia: krizis i puti ego preodoleniia. Moscow: ISPI 
RAN, 1999.

———. Sotsiologiia federalizma. Moscow: ISPI, 2004.
———. ed. Rossiia federativnaia: problemy i perspektivy. Moscow: ISPI RAN, 

2001. 
Considers interethnic as well as center-periphery aspects and the comparative experience 
of Belarus and Yugoslavia; an appendix includes survey data. 
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Ivanov, V. N., and O. A. Iarovoi. Rossiiskii federalizm: stanovlenie i razvitie. 
Moscow: RITs ISPI RA, 2000. 
Incorporates survey data and a dictionary of concepts. A second edition appeared in 
2001.

Ivanov, V. V. “Novye podkhody k teorii territorial’nogo ustroistva i federativnaia 
sistema Rossii.” Pravovedenie, no. 3, 2002, 63–84

———. Avtonomnye okruga v sostave kraia, oblastei—fenomen “slozhnosostavnykh 
sub”ektov Rossiiskoi Federatsii”: konstitutsionno-pravovoe issledovanie. 
Moscow: Izdatel’stvo Moskovskogo universiteta, 2002.

Jackson, L. J., and N. J. Lynn. “Constructing ‘Federal Democracy’ in Russia: 
Debates over Structures of Power in the Regions.” Regional and Federal 
Studies 12, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 91–125.

Kahn, Jeffrey. “The Parade of Sovereignties: Establishing the Vocabulary of the 
New Russian Federation.” PSA 16, no. 1 (January–March 2000): 58–89.

———. Federalism, Democratization, and the Rule of Law in Russia. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2002.
Deals with developments from the late Soviet period to Putin’s federal reforms.
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