


The opposition's error cost the party dearly, but at the same time it taught
many of us a great deal.

This is more or less, in brief outline, everything that I can tell you about my

current state of mind. I hope that it is sound and definitive.

With best wishes, I shake your hand,

S. KANATCHIKOV, Prague, 22 Jan 1928.

Document 3
Petition to the OSB Presidium, 20 April 193581

TO THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SOCIETY OF OLD BOLSHEVIKS

Dear Comrades,

The Presidium recently passed a resolution to withhold my book, "The Story

of My Life," on the grounds that I allegedly have never come out publicly with an

exposure of my oppositional errors. 82

I suggest that the Presidium would have acted more justly toward me had it called

on me for an explanation beforehand. I dare to believe that my thirty-seven years

of uninterrupted work in the party give me some kind of right to that.

But now permit me to tell you, comrades, of my previous errors and of my

past adherence to the counterrevolutionary Zinoviev opposition," In 1926 I really

did side with the Leningrad opposition. I deeply regret that and I repent; each time

I think about it, I remember it as my gravest crime against the party. I do not wish

to minimize my guilt before the party, but in October 1926 our TsK sent me abroad

to Prague as a TASS correspondent, and I remained there until July 1928. In
January 1928, I sent the following statement to Com. Stalin:

30



To Comrade Stalin, General Secretary, TsK VKP(b). Esteemed comrade,

Concerned that my silence could be misinterpreted, I consider it my party

duty to make the following declaration: I fully and completely agree with

the decisions of the Fifteenth party congress, consider them correct, and

pledge to put all its decisions into practice. If you think it necessary and

useful I could write a more detailed statement of the reasons for my break

with the opposition.

S. Kanatchikov, member of VKP(b) since 1898. 21/111928.

When I returned from abroad, my comrades in the Society of Old Bolsheviks treated

me with great tact and warmth. Not once did any of them ever remind me of my
old, bygone errors. This gave me all the more reason to feel it my duty to justify

their trust. There was not a single assignment, however big or small the

responsibility, that I would fail to carry out. Not only with my words, but also with
my work against the opposition, I demonstrated that all of that [support of the

opposition] belonged to the past. Breaking with the opposition was all the easier for

me in that I had not been connected with it personally. And ideologically, I am one
of the first who struggled against Trotsky and Trotskyism: in 1924-25, I wrote two

books against Trotsky and Trotskyism, lstoriia odnogo and Po lozhnomu pun.84

I am not trying to minimize my guilt-for the fact remains that in 1926 I did
indeed belong to the counter-revolutionary Trotskyite bloc. I say this because I wish

to describe everything the way it was.

For the entire duration of my work, I have always come out publicly with

exposures of the counter-revolutionary opposition. Moreover, I was one of the first

to write journal articles directed against the opposition (in Zemlia sovetskaia, 1930,
in Krasnaia nov', 1931). And I wrote two books on the kolkhoz-Rozhdeniekolkhoza
and, dealing with rural politotdely [political departments of Machine Tractor

Stations],Opora. And you know, comrades, that it was the kolkhoz policies of our

TsK, led by our brilliant [genial 'nyl] leader Com. Stalin, that probably aroused the

greatest loathing on the part of the counter-revolutionary opposition.
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Nor did I ever try to conceal my adherence to the counter-revolutionary
opposition. Com. Malyshev is simply engaging in slander. Why, it would be
ridiculous for me to conceal it, when it is printed in every dictionary and reference

book. After the foul and villainous murder of Com. S. M. Kirov by the scum

[podonkll of the former Zinoviev opposition, I often spoke out at party meetings of

the Union of Soviet Writers, in the party collective to which I belong. My speech

would begin with the declaration: In 1926, I myself adhered to that base opposition,
which sank to counter-revolution, to fascism, etc.8S

I also spoke out at one of the meetings of the partv activists of the Society

of Old Bolsheviks. together with Com. £M. N.J Liadov. There are even stenographs

of my speech, in which I unmasked those vile murderers and traitors to the

party-Zinoviev and Kamenev.
True, when speaking at that meeting I failed to state that there was a time

when I myself had belonged to the onnosition, That silence was an error on my part,

but I had assumed that everyone present already knew.

I earnestly request the comrade members of the Presidium to review their

decision, which besmirches my good Bolshevik name, for without any inducement

from you, I considered and consider it my party duty to appear and speak out

wherever needed, and first of all, of course, to speak as directly as I can about my
own errors.

With comradely greetings, S. Kanatchikov. [written and typed]
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Notes

1. A RadicalWorker in Tsarist Russia: The Autobiographyo/SemenIvanovich Kanatchikov,
trans and ed. Reginald E. Zelnik (Stanford, 1986), 384 (henceforth A Radical Worker).
Further citations of Kanatchikov's autobiography refer to that version. On the various
editions of the original Russian version, see "Editor's Note," ibid., xi.

2. "Editor's Postscript," ibid., 387-91. That Postscript was a revised version (based on
fresh infonnation generously provided by William Burgess) of the Postscript to my earlier
article "Russian Bebels," Russian Review 35, nos. 3 and 4 (1976). Burgess' material is in
his unpublished paper tIS. I. Kanatchikov: A Half-Rehabilitated Old Bolshevik" (1980).

3. Medvedev, Let History Judge: The Origins and Consequences 0/ Stalinism, ed. and
trans. George Shriver (New York, 1989), 408. Medvedev's words, unaccompanied by a
source citation, are: tIS. I. Kanatchikov, who belonged to the Union of Struggle for the
Emancipation of the Working Class, the organization Lenin founded in St. Petersburg in
1895, was also arrested and killed" (which could mean that he was shot or simply that he
perished under the deadly conditions of the Gulag). (Kanatchikov's connection to the Union
of Struggle is addressed below). Kanatchikov is not mentioned in the first edition of Let
History Judge, trans. Colleen Taylor (New York, 1972). My citations below are to the 1972
edition.

4. The archival material under discussion is in the former Tsentral'nyi Partiinyi Arkhiv
lnstituta Marksivna-Leninivna (TsPA IML pri TsK KPSS), now called the Rossiisldi tsentr
khraneniia i izucheniia dokumentov noveishei istorii (RTsKhIDNI). The material is held in
two files: RTsKhIDNI, f. 17 (Tsentral'nyi Komitet Kommunisticheskoi partii Sovetskogo
Soiuza), Ope 100, d. 134977; and f. 124 (Vsesoiuznoe obshchestvo starykh bol'shevikov pri
TsK VKP[b», Ope 1, ed. khr. 816. I am grateful to Eugene A. Swift for locating and
photcopying these materials for me, to Sarah Hepler for her able assistance, and to Daniel
Orlovsky and Yuri Slezkine for their very helpful criticism and advice.

s. In a personal statement accompanying an anketa that he filled out for the OSB in 1931,
Kanatchikov calls his published book an "autobiographical tale" (povest'), suggesting an
awareness of its literary character. RTsKhIDNI, f. 124, Ope 1, ed. khr. 816, I. 13.

6. I exclude reference to typographical errors, such as the year of birth on the first page
of the typescript (1878 vice 1879). Note that delo 134977 contains two variants of the
typescript. My page references are to typed page numbers on the version that I used as my
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working copy (11. 18-24). Since the two are almost identical, I was able to use each one to
check on words that were hard to decipher in the other and to correct for minor errors. The
section translated as Document 1 beginson p. 7 and ends on p. 14, the last page. Hereafter
I cite the typescriptas IfAvtobiograjiia. If

7. If Avtobiograjiia, If 1.

8. A Radical Worker, 34.

9. "AVlobiograjiia," 3; A Radical Worker, 91.

10. IfAVlobiograjiia, If 4. For instances of Kanatchikov making this claim to the OSB and
TsK, see RTsKhIDNI, f. 17, Ope 100, d. 134977, 1. 4 (1921), and f. 124, Ope 1, ed. khr.
816, 11. 3, 4 (1929), where he also claims to have joined the Social Democratic Party
(RSDRP) in 1898, the year it was founded.

11. Allan K. Wildman, The Making ofa Workers' Revolution: Russian SocialDemocracy,
1891-1903 (Chicago, 1967), 110. Anotherfactorcomplicating this picture is thatby the time
Kanatchikov got to Petersburg, the Unionof Struggle was linked with Rabochaia mysl', a
worker-oriented journal later vilifiedby Leninfor its "opportunism. If These ties are ignored
in the relevantsectionof A RadicalWorker, although there is a brief evocationof the author's
mixed feelings about the journal at the time (p. 98). On Rabochaia mysl' and the
complexities of its relations with the Union and other groups, see Wildman, The Making,
chap. 5.

12. A Radical Worker, 99.

13. So muchfor the notionthat archival material is necessarily more accurate thanpublished
material!

14. "Avtobiograjiia" provides us with the first information that I have seen on the identity
of Kanatchikov's wife. On most ankety and lichnye listki in Kanatchikov's files, which
includeentries for marital or family status (semeinoe polozhenie), he omits her name. (On
a 1933 OSBanketa, he even lists her income withouther name; RTsKhIDNI, f. 124, Ope 1,
ed. khr. 816, 1. 28). If, as stated in "Autobiograjiia, If Landau helped save him from arrest
at the end of 1909, and we assume she was thenat least 18, she was born no later than 1891.
Yet in an anketadated 29 March 1934(ibid., 1.33), Kanatchikov gives her age as 39, which
puts her birth year at 1894, makingher an unlikely 15 in 1909or 11 when they met in 1905.
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So was there a second marriage or just a writing error (the entry is handwritten)? -Probably
the latter.

15. RTsKhIDNI, f. 124, op. 1, ed. khr. 816, 11. 4-5.

16. On Kanatchikov's time as a union organizer in 1908-1910, see also "Rech' tovarishcha
Kanatchikova," in Materialy po istorii professional 'nogo dvitheniia v Rossii, sbomik 3
(Moscow, 1925), 18-24. According to the Menshevik union organizer F. A. Bulkin,
Kanatchikov was one of only two Bolshevik leaders active in "legal" labor organizations in
Petersburg in 1909; cited in Victoria E. Bonnell, Roots of Rebellion: Workers Politics and
Organizations in St. Petersburg and Moscow, 1900-1914 (Berkeley, 1983), 342.

17. Kanatchikov's 1929 anketa mentions two additional months in jail during his stay in
Petersburg in 1908-1909. RTsKhIDNI, f. 124,op. 1, ed. khr. 816, 1. 5.

18. The "solitary confinement" claim in "Avtobiograjiia" is absent in Kanatchikov's allusion
to these two years in the 1929 anketa. Alexander Kerensky served on his legal defense team.

19. On Gastev, see note 72 below. The town of Novonikolaevsk was renamed Novosibirsk
in 1925; it is located where the Ob River meets the Trans-Siberian rail line, just south of
Tomsk.

20. "Avtobiograjiia," 14.

21. Kanatchikov's reference to "those of us who did not know how to use a gun" (ibid)
suggests that it was during the Civil War that he and other party members first used firearms.

22. In his 1929 anketa, Kanatchikov gave his current social status (sotsial'noe polozhenie)
as intelligent (partrabotnik was another option); for his past social status he underlined both
rabochii and krest'ianin, though he had not been a "practicing" peasant since childhood
(RTsKhIDNI, f. 124,op. 1, ed. khr. 816, 1. 3). In other ankery, his choices for past status
were inconsistent, including various combinations of "worker," "peasant," and "professional
revolutionary" (see for example, RTsKhIDNI, f. 17, op. 100, d. 134977, 11. 3, 6, 9). In
part, this inconsistency was an accurate reflection of his career and, perhaps, of his labile
self-awareness.

23. A third child, Bella, was born in 1919, but it appears likely, especially in light of his
long separation form his wife in 1918-1919, that Bella was an adopted daughter. I infer
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Bella's birth year from Kanatchikov's petition of 8 Dec. 1930 (asking the OSB's support for
placing her in a special Kremlin school), in which he gives her age as 11 (RTsKhIDNI, f.
124, Ope 1, 00. khr. 816, I. 21). There are archival documents dating from after her birth
in which Kanatchikov claims only two children, Vladimir and Evgenii, and in one petition he
refers to Bella as a ward (vospitannitsa) (ibid., 1. 28).

24. Dates here are more precise than those that I gave in "Postscript"; they are taken from,
RTsKhIDNI, f. 124, Ope 1, ed. khr. 816, 11. 5-6, 8.

25. Petrov to TsK RKP(b), 15 March 1924 (Sekretno), RTsKhIDNI, f. 17, Ope 100, d.
134977,1. 36; Northwestern Bureau to TsKRKP(b), tov. Molotov (TELEFONOGRAMMA),
ibid., I. 37. Petrov headed Glavnauka from 1923 to 1928; Loren R. Graham, The Soviet
Academy of Sciences and the Communist Party, 1927-1932 (Princeton, 1967), 69.

26. The sole exception is his criticism of those historians who downplayed Lenin's distrust
of the peasantry, a criticism that did earn Kanatchikov some harsh words from Bukharin in
the summer of 1926 (see Burgess, passim).

27. This is all he is specifically accused of in a TsK document of 1 Aug. 1927 entitled
"Lichnoedelo No. 1906. KANATCHIKOV, Semen Ivanovich," RTsKhIDNI, f. 17, Ope 100,
d. 134977, 1. 50; see also I. 52. The document, written just on the eve of the first arrests
of oppositionists, refers to the letter as having been signed by Zinoviev, Trotsky, I. T.
Smilga, and G. E. Evdokimov, as well as by Kanatchikov.

28. A typed excerpt from a 1933 (1) Moscow raikom personnel form says of Kanatcbikov
(probably his own words): "In 1926 took part in Leningrad opposition; in connection with
departure abroad did not participate actively. Officially submitted announcement of
withdrawal from opposition after XVth Congress of VKP(b)." The handwritten date is only
partially legible. Ibid., I. 53.

29. See Document 3 (the petition to the OSB in which Kanatchikov reproduces his statement
to Stalin). On recantations by other oppositionists (including Zinoviev and Kamenev) during
and shortly after the Fifteenth Congress, see Reabilitatsiia: Politicheskie protsessy 3D-SD-kh
godov, ed. A. N. Iakovlev (Moscow, 1991), 149-150 (hereafter cited as Reabilitatsiia);
Robert Vincent Daniels, The Conscience of theRevolution: Communist Opposition in Soviet
Russia (Cambridge, Mass., 1960), 317-320.
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30. Zinovievand his group were readmitted to the party in mid-1928, and were not accused
of anti-party activity during the purge of fall 1929, the year in which Stalin turned on
Bukharin and the "Right". lbid., 371; Reabilitatsiia, 150.

31. RTsKhIDNI, f. 124, op. 1, ed. khr, 816, 11. 6, 9.

32. In addition to works listed in my "Russian Bebels," 447 n. 59, he was the author of
Rozhdenie Kolkhoza and Opora (see Document 3), and a book of essays entitled V bor'be za
proletarskuiu ideologiiu; he also was admitted to membership in the "litorganizatsiia"
Proletarsko-Kolkhoznye pisateli. RTsKhIDNI, f. 124, op. 1, ed. khr. 816, 1. 9.

33. !bid., n. 3, 18-22, 25-28, 30-31, 33-35. A request to the OSB to send his tubercular
son Vladimir to a rest home was dated 17 May 1935 (!bid., 1. 14). Eight days later the TsK
published its decree abolishing the OSB. Robert Conquest, TheGreat Terror: Stalin's Purge
of the Thirties (New York, 1968), 88.

34. Zinovievand Kamenev were arrested on 16 December 1934. Reabilitatsiia, 154.

35. "Political tension steadily increased after the [January 1935] trial of the former
Zinovievites." Medvedev, Let History Judge, 166. In the case of the OSB, there was an
additional problem: its pleas for leniency for arrested oppositionists. See Conquest, The
Great Terror, 82, 88; on page 82, Conquest calls the OSB "a sort of Party conscience."

36. For information on Lueratumaia gazeta, Subotskii (or Subbotskii), and Kanatchikov's
situation at this time, see Arkadii Vaksberg, "Yrazhdebno kritikoval rabotu organov... ,"
Literatumaia gazeta, No. 44 (5370), 6 Nov. 1991. Vaksberg has also published investigative
studies of the "Riutin platform" affair and other aspects of the trials and persecutions of the
1930s; see R. W. Davies, Soviet History in the Gorbachev Revolution (Bloomington, 1989),
83-85. Vaksberg's short but informative article, printed in Literatumaia gazeta's History
section and apparently based on that paper's archival documents, is mostly about SUbotskii.
Subotskii is not mentioned in the Garrards' study of the Writers' Union, but they have this
to say about the post he held: "In the Writers' Union the term 'organizational secretary'
(orgsekretar') came to be used to designate the ideological commissar." John and Carol
Garrard, Inside the Soviet Writers Union (New York, 1990), 87. In 1937, Subotskii was
involved in the "investigation" that resulted in the execution of Marshal Tukhachevskii and
other officers. Reabilitatsiia, 295.
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37. While Subotskii was editor, the literary hack and professional accuser Vladimir P.
Stavskii, "General Secretary" of the Writers' Union and its liason wih the TsK, used the
pages of Literatumaia gazeta to disseminate his deadly accusations. Edward J. Brown,
Russian Literature Since the Revolution, rev. and enl. ed, (Cambridge, Mass., 1982), 171;
Garrard, Inside, 51-52. See also Medvedev, Let History Judge, 231.

38. Vaksberg uses the termpaniinyi vydvizhenets for Kanatchikov as well as for Subotskii;
he classifies Kanatchikov as one of the paniinye vydvizhentsy who were placed at the head
of Communist cultural institutions in those days. This may be true insofar as the party liked
to put former workers (and, before 1935, Old Bolsheviks) in positions of high visibility, but
anyone familiar with the full scope of Kanatchikov's biography would understand that he was
not apaniinyi vydvizhenets in the usual (scholarly) sense of that term. Vaksberg may simply
mean that Kanatchikov was given his editorial position by the party on the basis of non­
professional criteria.

39. RTsKhIDNI, f. 17,op. 100, d. 134977. As noted above (note 6), there are two nearly
identical copies of the typescript in the file. My translation is from the copy with pages
numbered 1 to 15. The translated text reproduced here begins at the chronological point
where Kanatchikov's published autobiography breaks off. I have omitted Roman numerals
that set off subsections of the text, made minor changes in paragraphing, and corrected some
misspellings of names. All notes and bracketed words are my own; they are meant to clarify
obscure points and, where possible, to identify little known persons and places.

40. The southernmost part of the city, with a very heavy concentration of factory workers.

41. The southeastem part of the city; location of the famous Taganskaia Square.

42. Sokolov was a syndicalist writer who wrote under the name of Vol'skii, a militant but
very independent "other Bolshevik." Robert C. Williams, The Other Bolsheviks: Lenin and
His Critics, 1904-1914 (Bloomington, 1986), 67, 68; Bot'sheviki: Dokumenty po istorii
bol'shevizma s 1903 po 1916 god byvsh. Okhrannogo Otdeleniia, comp, M. A. Tsiavlovskii
(Moscow, 1918), Telex reprint edition (New York, 1990) (which updates information in the
1918 index of names), 333-334. The title of this collection is misleading, since it also
includes material on Mensheviks and other SDs.

43. Bolshevik factory worker, hero of the Civil War, and later a leading Trotskyite,
Smimov, one of the few defendants to give the prosecution a hard time, was tried and
executed in the August 1936 "trial of the 16," which included Zinoviev and Kamenev.
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Medvedev Let History Judge, 60, 140, 168-169; Daniels, Conscience ofthe Revolution, 151,
218, 370-371,386; Conquest, The Great Terror, 96-97, 101-102, 107-111, 116-117.

44. Kosarev went on to chair the Omsk soviet after the October Revolution (Bol'sheviki,
297). In 1905, the Moscow Bolshevik V. L. Shantser (a.k.a. "Marat"; patronymic
Leonovich, not Ivanovich), in addition to chairing the Moscow Committee, edited the journal
Golos truda and the Moscow soviet's Izvesttia. Shantser died of tuberculosis in 1911 in a
prison hospital. Williams, OtherBolsheviks, 68, 73, 163; Bol'sheviki, 345-36.

45. The southwestern part of the city, location of several important factories, including the
famous Putilov works.

46. Krasikov, "one of Lenin's oldest comrades," had a successful career in the Soviet
judiciary, but was dismissed from the Supreme Court in 1938. Medvedev, Let History Judge,
217. Skrypnik was a leading Petersburg Bolshevik in 1905; in 1933, while serving as
Ukrainian Commissar of Education, he committed suicide after being accused of Ukrainian
nationalism (ibid., 140-41). Stasova, who could claim membership in SD circles from 1898
and in the Bolshevik faction from 1903, was close to Lenin; "Zemliachka" was Rozaliia
Zalkind, a leader of the Moscow uprising of 1905. On Stasova and zaIkind see Richard
Stites, The Women's Liberation Movement in Russia: Feminism, Nihilism, and Bolshevism,
1860-1930 (Princeton, 1978), 274, 275, 321, 323.

47. Kalinin later became president of the Soviet Republic.

48. The Semenovskii regiment was ordered from St. Petersburg to Moscow on 12 December
1905. Howard D. Mehlinger and John M. Thompson, Count Witte and the Tsarist
Government in the 1905Revolution (Bloomington, 1972), 148. B. V. Nikol'skii, conservative
legal scholar, poet, critic, and member of the Petersburg University faculty, was boycotted
by students in 1905. Susan K. Morrissey, '''More Stories about the New People': Student
Radicalism, Higher Education, and Social Identity in Russia, 1899-1921" (ph.D. diss.,
University of California, Berkeley, 1993), 156-157 (esp. n. 46); Leningradskii universitet v
vospominaniiakh sovremennikov, ed. V. V. Mavrodin and V. A. Ezhov, II (Leningrad,
1982), 185 n. 4; J. D. Morison, "Political Characteristics of the Student Movement in the
Russian Revolution of 1905," 1905:La premiere revolution russe, 00. F.-X. Coquin and C.
Gervais-Francelle (Paris, 1986), 70.

49. An industrial town in the Urals.

50. A town some sixty miles to the east of Zlatoust.
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51. The famous "left" economist of the 1920s.

52. In the northern part of the city of Moscow.

53. The punctuation in the original list of names and aliases is confusing. Martyn N.
Liadov-Mandel'shtarn, a revolutionary since the 1890s, was part of Kanatchikov's SD circle
in Saratov in 1902, as was his brother Nikolai ("Mikhail Mironych") Mandel'shtam. Liadov,
despite his rift with Lenin in 1909, would become rector of Sverdlovsk University in 1923.
See A Radical Worker, 191,432 n. 6; Bol'sheviki, 308-309. The moderate Bolshevik Viktor
Nogin chaired the Moscow soviet in 1917; ibid., 314-316. A1eksei Liubimov became a
member of the RSDRP TsK in 1904; ibid., 303-304.

54. An administrative district in the southern part of St. Petersburg city.

55. Actually the central organ of Lenin's faction, at the time.

56. "Ligovka": Ligovskii prospekt, an avenue perpendicular to Nevskii prospekt,
intersecting it from the southwest at Znamenskaia square.

57. The Marxist economic historian Nikolai Rozhkov was elected to the RSDRP TsK in
1906. Arrested by the tsarist authorities in 1908, he was convicted of membership in the
RSDRP and exiled to Siberia. In 1917, he served in the Provisional Government as a Deputy
Minister. See Bol'shevild, 324. Aleksandr Egorovich Efimov is characterized at length in
A Radical Worker, chap. 32.

58. Vladimir Shuliatikov ("Donat") was a Marxist literary critic with a record of several
arrests, he died of cancer in 1912. Bol'sheviki, 347-348.

59. Pavel Kolokol 'nikov was a leading Menshevik trade-union organizer. Bonnell, Roots
ofRebellion, 133, 154-155, 159.

60. Grigorii A. Usievich, a Petersburg University student in 1908, was a Bolshevik leader
in Moscow during the October Revolution. lstoriia Leningradskogo universiteta, 1819-1969,
ed. V. V. Mavrodin (Leningrad, 1969), 175, 628 n. 255.

61. Kanatchikov knew the Bolshevik intellectual losif P. Gol'denberg from their time
together in Saratov (1904); see A Radical Worker, 380-382.
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62. On the position and functions of the Regional Court (Sudebnaia Palata) under the 1864
Judicial Reform, see Samuel Kucherov, Courts, Lawyers and Trials under the Last Three
Tsars (New York, 1953), 43-44, 49, 161-162.

63. The Congress took place from late December 1909 to early January 1910.

64. For background to this "philosophical" debate on the Russian left, see Alexander
Vucinich, Science in Russian Culture, 1861-1917 (Stanford, 1970), 446-454, and chap. 8;
Williams, OtherBolsheviks, esp. 41-45, 127-141.

65. Article 102 of the Criminal Code (Ugolovnoe ulozhenie; of 22 March 1903 (implemented
in June 1904) provided for severe penalties for joining revolutionary organizations and for
related crimes.

66. Pankratov ("Starover") was one of the original group who attended Gorky's "party"
school for workers in Capri in 1909, an institution shunned by Lenin; but he broke with the
school and joined up with Lenin in Paris before returning to Russia. After the Revolution,
he chaired the party's Vladivostok Committee and later held a variety of government posts.
Williams, OtherBolsheviks, 149-153, 214 n. 25; Bol'shevild, 66-68, 317. The Menshevik
Chudnovskii switched to the Bolsheviks and played a major role in their seizure of power; see
Alexander Rabinowitch, TheBolsheviks Come to Power: The Revolution of1917 in Petrograd
(New York, 1976), esp. chap. 15.

67. Nikolai S. Krasheninnikov, Chief Justice of the Regional Court, was a member of the
Council of State as well as the Senate. The term "Black-Hundred" (chemosotenets) should
not be taken too literally.

68. N. V. Tselenko (a prominent Kadet political figure) and Vladimir V. Berenshtam were
liberal defense attorneys who took on controversial political and civil rights cases. Olimpa­
Pereverzev may refer to P. N. Pereverzev, one of their close associates. Kanatchikov's
allusion to "the brother" must refer to M. V. Berenshtam, another well-known defense lawyer
of this type. V. R. Leikina-Svirskaia, Russkaia intelligentsiia v 1900-1917godakh (Moscow,
1981), 79-80; Kucherov, Courts, 234-235, 239, 284-285.

69. A former railroad worker and leader of the 1902 Rostov general strike. Henry
Reichman, Railwaymen and Revolution: Russia, 1905(Berkeley, 1987), 63; in August 1903
he was sentenced to four years hard labor by a military court. L. I. Gol'dman, ed.,
Politicheslde protsessy v Rossii, 1901-1917. Chast'l: 1901-1905 (Moscow, 1932), 56-57.
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70. The Bolshevik Meer Trilisser (also known as Moskvin) was later a Deputy Chairman
of the OGPU and, in the mid-1930s, director of a special section of the Comintem. In the
latter capacity, according to Medvedev, he tried to purge "enemies of the people," but himself
fell victim to the purges. Let History Judge, 219.

71. "Narynchane"-though possibly a reference to people from Naryn, a fortress town in
Kirghizia, near the Chinese border-is probably an error; the correct word would seem to be
"narymchane;" i.e., people from Narym, a town on the Ob river (downstream from Tomsk)
that was then a common exile destination. I am grateful to Yuri Slezkine for this correction.

72. On Gastev, a student-turned-metalworker-turned-Bolshevik poet-turned visionary
industrial manager, a "prophet of the mechanized man and poet of the machine, " see Richard
Stites, Revolutionary Dreams: Utopian Vision and Experimental LifeintheRussian Revolution
(Oxford, 1989), 39, 149-155, 243-244. Gastev was arrested in 1938 and probably shot in
1941.

73. The All-Russian Conference of Soviets took place in Petrograd from 29 March to 2
April 1917. Kanatchikov's use of "Congress," implying fully national representation, reflects
the initial Bolshevik position; hence his reference to Mensheviks and SRs turning the meeting
into a "Conference," implying a lesser degree of representative legitimacy. See John L. J.
Keep, The Russian Revolution: A Study in Mass Mobilization (New York, 1976), 130.

74. Nikolai Iakovlev, a veteran of the 1905 Moscow uprising, chair of the Tomsk soviet
from August 1917, was shot by White partisans in August 1918. Bol'sheviki,349-350. On
Smirnov, see note 43 above.

75. Reference is to the period when Admiral Aleksandr Kolchak's Tomsk government ended
its tenuous anti-Bolshevik alliance with the SR Party.

76. Nikolai N. Krestinskii, then a member of the Bolshevik TsK, and Vias Ia. Chubar', a
member from 1921, both fell victim to the purges. Medvedev, Let History Judge, 175-176,
186-187, 192; Conquest, Great Terror, 137, 369-380, 420, 451, 463, 468. Chubar', a
"leading light of the factory committee movement" of 1917, was on the Presidium of the
Supreme Council of National Economy from 1918 to 1923, then served as president of the
Soviet Ukraine. From 1935 to his arrest (while holding the office of deputy premier) in
1938, he was a full member of the Politburo; he was executed in 1939 and rehabilitated in
1961. (See S. A. Smith, Red Petrograd: Revolution in theFactories, 1917-1918 (Cambridge,
1983), 164; Reabilitatsiia, 82.
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77. There is no explanation of Kanatchikov's reference to only one child; by this time, as
we know both from this document and from various ankety, Kanatchikov and his wife had
two sons, Vladimir and Evgenii. His daughter (or ward) was born around this time, but may
not have been with the family (see note 23, above).

78. Barnaul: A town on the Ob, south of Novonikolaevsk, in the Altai region of southern
Siberia.

79. RTsKhIDNI, f. 17, Ope 100, d. 134977,1.47. This is a typed copy of the original.
The recipient's last name is not given. Kanatchikov addresses him formally, as "Vy,"
indicating that he may not have been a close friend.

80. The text of the letter to Stalin, apparently dated one day before the present letter, is
included in the body of Document 3.

81. Ibid., f. 124,op. 1, ed. khr. 816, n. 15-17. All underlined words were underlined by
hand, apparently by someone who examined the petition and added marginal comments (which
I include in my notes, below, after the word "Inserted." (Words in square brackets are my
own clarifications). Handwritten on the top of the first page, is the name of Comrade
Iaroslavskii ("T. Iaroslavskomu"), possibly indicating that the petition was reviewed by the
influential Stalinist, Emilian Iaroslavskii.

82. Inserted: "What is the basis of this charge?"

83. Inserted: "Evidently one doesn't need permission for that."

84. Inserted: "But the fact is that in 1924 and the beginning of 1925 all the Zinovievites
were writing against Trotskyism, and the actual attack against the TsK was launched under
the smokescreen of a struggle with Trotskyism." In other words, the writer is accusing
Kanatchikov of having already been a concealed oppositionist in 1924-1925.

85. Inserted (in the margin opposite Kanatchikov's claims to have spoken out, etc.): "This
must be verified."
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