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Fran this perspective~ Stalinism must be seen as a logical outcane of the

historical course Russia had been following since 1917 ~ the final Ihase of a

bitter rebellion against property and privilege Which finally brought into

poai,tions of leadership representatives of precisely the classes in Whose name

the OCtober Revolution had been carried out. It was not simply a deviation or

degeneration fran sane kind of norm, either psychological; lX)litical; or

ideological; and to the extent that it was related to Russia' s "nodemization"

the relationship was rooted in social and cultural condi.tdons specific to

Russia. With the rise of a new elite of plebeian origins under Stalin•s

auspices; the 1930s marked a fulfillment of the "deroocratic" principles of the

OCtober Revolution - ~ fulfillment~ be it stressed; not the fulfillment; for

had the times and the leaders been different; the costs; timing; and methods

might well have been different also. 61 Social mobility alone; after all;

cannot account for such developments as the terror of the Ezho'Q'shchin-a; and

here sane aspects of traditional historiographical approaches to the question

of Stalinism retain their usefulness.

sane of the specific features of Stalinist pol.Ltics and culture Which

have long seemed aberrant; however; can be explained by the rise of the new

elite; and the rise of that new elite marks the great historical significance

of Stalinism as a whole. In a process culminating in the Great Purge; worker­

peasant Russia; having rid itself of the old propertied and ruling classes;

noN turned against the new post-revolutiona:ry elite; many of whose merribers

were of middle-class origin and "bourgeois" in their education and cultural

orientation. The latter were naturally bewildered at their cruel fate; and

their 'bewildennent generated sane of the theories of Stalin' s rule that have

long marked the historiography of the period. Their fate becanes less

bewildering; though no less cruel, as our historical perspective on it
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broadens and deepens. If the political; social; and econanic structures that

took shape in the thirties have survived largely intact into the eighties

without pervasive terror or the cult of Stalin; it is because those structures

had deep social roots Which Stalin's death did nothing to alter. And if What

we have care to call the IInew class II in the Soviet Union has deIOOnstrated such

staying power; it is because its nembers are not just the ''heirs of Stalin"

but the heirs of 1917 and of Russian history.
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1. Robert Conquest ccmes up with an estirrate of three million dead and

nine million held in prisons and camps by the em of 1938. 'l'he"Great-Terror:

Stalin I s "Purge" "of" -the- --Thirtres ~ revised ed , (New York: Collier Books ~ 1973),

pp. 708-09. According to Roy Medvedev; "In 1936-39; on the most cautious

estimates, four to five million people \\1ere subjected to repression for

political reasons." Let- --Hi-story' ..JUdge':-' The' , origins'- and- .Consequences ' "of

Stalinism, trans. by Colleen Taylor; ed , by David Joravsky and Georges Haupt

(New York: Knopf; 1971); p. 239. At the lower em of the scale, Jerry Hough

regards "a figure in the low hundreds of thousands" as the nest probable

number of deaths in the Great Purge. Jerry F. Hough and Merle Fainsod; HeM

the Soviet' , Union- "'is' "Governed (cambridge ~ Mass.: Harvard University Press ~

1979); p. 177. Conquest (chap. 10 and Appendix A) provides the most extensive

discussion of attempts to estimate the nuniber of victims. It is particularly

revealing of the widely divergent dates; categories of victims; and types of

sources that go into the making of such estimates; as well as the amount of

inspired guesswork involved.

2. For a critique of the standard sources on the Great Purge~ see Jolm

Arch Getty; liThe •Great Purges' Reconsidered: The Soviet Ccmnunist Party;

1933-1939;" (Ph.D. Dissertation; Boston College; 1979) ~ pp. 24-48. Both

Medvedev' s ret ...-Hi-story- ,- -JUdge and Alexander Solzhenitsyn•s The ' .. -Gulag

Archipelago-;-" -1918;.;1956: ,... An" -Experiment" in' "Literary'Investigation; 3 vols.;

trans. by Thanas P. Whitney (vols. i-z) and Harry Willetts (vol., 3) (New York:

Harper & Row; 1973-78); make extensive use of unpublished letters and menoirs

on the Great Purge; most of which would never be available to a Western

researcher. On the other hand; sane of the limitations inherent in the use of

unpublishErl personal accounts are reflected all too clearly in Anton Antonov-
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Ovseyenko's The --Time -.of· Stalin-:- _. Portrait of ··a Tyranny; trans. by George

Saunders (New York: Harper & Row, 1980), Which seems to have assembled all the

nasty rumor's and gossip available on the subject of Stalin. See the detailed

review by M. Ibvner, "Lubok vrnesto istorii," Pamiat': istoricheskii sbornik,

vyp. IV (Paris: YMCA-Press, 1981); pp. 442-55, which poirrts out the numerous

inconsistencies and unverified and improbable stories the book contains.

3. Examples are Getty's "The 'Great Purges' Reconsidered," based on

extensive use and reappraisal of the Sro1ensk Archive, and two literary

studies which have found new meaning in the Stalinist novel: Vera Dunham, In

Stalin's Time: Middlec1ass Values· in Soviet Fiction (cambridge University

Press, 1976); and Katerina Clark, The soviet Novel: History as Ritual

(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981).

4. A goo1 example of a fresh interpretation of such material is Robert

Tucker's re-reading of the Bukharin show-trial. see his Introduction to

Robert C. Tucker and Stephen F. Cohen, eds., The Great Purge Trial (New York:

Grosset and Dunkap, 1965). Also \\Orth ooting is Robert H. McNeal' s admonition

to study nore closely the large body of Party decisions relating to the purge

years. see his "The Decisions of the CPSU and the Great Purge," SOViet

Studies, 22, 2 (OCtober 1971), 177-85; also; Robert H. McNeal, gen. eel.,

Resolutions and Decisions of the Carmunist Party of the Soviet Union, 4 vols.

(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1974). The same might be said of

Stalin's C1Nl1 writings and speeches; Which McNeal has also helped to make rrore

accessible. See Robert H. McNeal, ed , , I. V. Stalin, Works, 1934-1953, 3

vo1s. (Stanford: Hoover Institution, 1967), a supplement to the 13-vo1ume

Soviet edition.

5. Boris I. Nico1aevsky, ed., The Crimes of the Stalin Era (New York:

The New Leader, 1962), p. S34.
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6. Svetlana Alliluyeva; Twenty'Letters"'W-a-Friend; trans. by Priscilla

Johnson McMillan (New York: Harper & ReM; 1967); p. 8 and :Q:1ssim: Antonov-

These \'\lOrks differ fran traditiona! p::>litical biographies such as

ovseyenko, The-Time-of-Stalin; pp. 51; 252; 308.

7.

Bertram D. Wolfe IS Three- 0' Who- - Made" 'a' -Revolution:- .. -A- .. BiograpMcal- -History;

revised ed , (New York: Dell; 1964); or Mam B. Ulam IS Stalin: -The -- Man -and -. His

Era (New York: Viking Press; 1973); in that the latter; while offering

considerable psychological insight into their subject; do not explicitly make

use of fonnal theory.

8. Robert C. Tucker; liThe Dictator and Totalitarianism; II in The-SOViet

political·" Minttf -o'Steilinism-" and· -Post.;;.Stalin ·-Change; revised ed , (New York:

Norton; 1971); pp. 20-46: Philip Panper; "Neeaev; Lenin; and Stalin: The

Psychology of leadership; tI Jahrbucher' °fUr··Geschichte·· osteuropas , Neue Folge;

Band 26 (1978); Heft 1; pp. 11-30: am the strident and poorly infonned essay

by Gustav Bychowski; tlJoseph V. Stalin: Paranoia and the Dictatorship of the

Proletariat; tI in Benjamin B. Wolman; ed.; The -PsychOlogtcal- -Interpretation- ·of

History (New York: Basic Books; 1971); pp. 115-49. On the other hand; a

recent survey of psychohistorical literature concludes that the answer to the

question; was Stalin paranoid?; "must, be a qualified no. .. salvatore Prisco

III; An -Introduetibr1- 'to -Psychohistory'f .. Theories--and" ·case· -Studies (Lanham; MD:

university Press of America; 1980); p. 144.

9. Robert C. Tucker; Stalin --as .. -'ReVOlutionary~ .- °1879.;;.1929·:" -A-' Study' -in

ai"stOry-and-personality (New York: Norton; 1973).

10. Alliluyeva; Twenty-Letters·-to°,oa"Friend; and only-one" Year; trans. by

Paul Chavchavadze (New York: Harper & ReM; 1969): Milovan Djilas;

COnversations"'with°Sta-lin; trans. by Michael B. Petrovich (New York: Harcourt;

Brace & World; 1962). For an evaluation of the clues to Stalin I S personality
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contained in his daughter's writings; see Robert C. Tucker; "Svetlana

Alliluyeva as Witness of Stalin~ II Slavic"Review~ 27; 2 (June 1968); 296-312.

11. A cautionary example of those difficulties is the effort that has

gone into analyzing a pencilled doodle that Stalin made during the Yalta

Conference. See Charles S. Clark; liThe Stalin Doodl.ea, II Manuscripts, 35, 2

($Pring 1983); 101-12. I am grateful to Stephen Nonack of the Boston

Athenaeum for bringing this item to my attention. For an examinatien of the

genre of psychobiography and sane of its problems; see William McKinley

Rtmyan; Life" Histories- -and -Psychobiography: -Explorations- "in -Theo:ry -and Method

(New York: OXford University Press, 1982); chap. 10.

12 Carl J. Friedrich am Zbigniew K. Brzezinski; Total-itarian

Dictatorship "and- -Autocracy; 2nd 00 • (Cambridge Mass.: Harvard University

Press, 1965): Merle Fainsod; Sntolensk - under "Soviet Rule (canroridge; Mass.:

Harvard University Press; 1958); and How' - Russia -is -Ruled, revised 00.

(cambridge; Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1963). Roger Pethybridge's The

Social-Prelude- -to--Stalinism (London: Macmillan; 1974) is a nore recent \\1Ork
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13. Zbigniew K. Brzezinski; The-·Pennanent-- Purge:--Politics- -in SOViet

'Ibtalitariani-sm (Cambridge; Mass.: Harvard University Press; 1956).

14. The leading exponent of this approach is Jerry Hough; who develops

the concept of "institutional pluralism" to characterize the Soviet l,X)litical

system. Jerry F. Hough; The -Soviet - Unicn -and - SOCial- -SCience" -"Theory

(cambridge; Mass.: Harvard University Press; 1977). Although he applies this

nodel principally to the" l,X)st-Stalin Soviet Union, he suggests that to sane

degree it may be applicable to the Stalin period as well. Ibid.; p, 12: Jerry

F. Hough; liThe Cultural Revolutien and Western Understanding of the Soviet
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System; II in Sheila Fitzpatrick; ed.; CUltaral- ReV01:Uti01- in -Russia:~ -1'92S-":;1931

(Blocmington: Indiana University Press; 1978). pp. 250-51. J. Arch Getty

paints a picture of the Camluni.st Party in the late twenties am early

thirties as a distinctly unkempt. organization Which scarcely knew Who its

merribers were; and whose central institutions in Mosccw were often able to

exert only weak and ineffectual control over local Party officials. Getty,

liThe 'Great Purges' Reconsidered;" esp, chap. 2; and IIparty and Purge in
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16. Alexander Solzhenitsyn et al.; FratrUnder the Rubble; trans. by A. M.
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trans. by Ellen de Kadt (OXford: OXford University Press; 1979).

20, Leon Trotsky; The Revolution Betrayed:·· -What· is -the' .SOViet Union and

Where -1:s -- -It - Going?; trans. by Max Easbnan (New York: Pathfinder Press; 1972:

first ed.: 1937): Stalin:- -An -Apprai'sal- of -'the -Man -and -His -Influence (New York:
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Interpretations of Stalinism;" in Robert C. Tucker; ed.; stalini:sm: --Essays - in
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Deutscher's interpretation; see McNeal; IITrotskyist Interpretations; II pp. 48-
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23. For example: liThe objective basis for the Stalin ptlencmenon does not

in any way exist in contemporary France; for example; where the level of the
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32. Fitzpatrick; Education' and . Social' '~ility; pp. 186-89; Bailes;
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Stalini-sm; pp. l8D-98. Dunham; In" Stalin"s 'Time; chap. 3. Aleksandr I.

Solzhenitsyn; The' First" -Circle; trans. by Thanas P. Whitney (New York: Harper
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