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broadens and deepens. If the political, social, and econamic structures that
took shape in the thirties have survived largely intact into the eighties
without pervasive terror or the cult of Stalin, it is because those structures
had deep social roots which Stalin's death did nothing to alter. And if what
we have cane to call the "new class" in the Soviet Union has demonstrated such
staying power, it is because its members are not just the "heirs of Stalin"

but the heirs of 1917 and of Russian history.
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FOOTNOTES

1. Robert Conquest cames up with an estimate of three million dead and

nine million held in prisons and camps by the end of 1938. The Great Terror:

Stalin's Purge ‘of the Thirties, revised ed. (New York: Collier Books, 1973),

pp. 708-09. According to Roy Medvedev, "In 1936-39, on the most cautious
estimates, four to five million people were subjected to repression for

political reasons." Let "History "Judge: The Origins "and "Consequences "of

Stalinism, trans. by Colleen Taylor, ed. by David Joravsky and Georges Haupt
(New York: Knopf, 1971), p. 239. At the lower end of the scale, Jerry Hough
regards "a figure in the low hundreds of thousands" as the most probable
number of deaths in the Great Purge. Jerry F. Hough and Merle Fainsod, How

the Soviet Union is Governed (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,

1979), p. 177. Conquest (chap. 10 and Appendix A) provides the most extensive
discussion of attempts to estimate the number of victims. It is particularly
revealing of the widely divergent dates, categories of victims, and types of
sources that go into the making of such estimates, as well as the amount of
inspired guesswork involved.

2. For a critique of the standard sources on the Great Purge, see John
Arch Getty, "The 'Great Purges' Reconsidered: The. Soviet Coammunist Party,
1933-1939," (Ph.D. Dissertation, Boston College, 1979), pp. 24-48. Both

Medvedev's let ~History "~Judge and Alexander Solzhenitsyn's The ~Gulag

Archipelago, "'1918-1956¢ An Experiment in Literary Investigation, 3 wols.,

trans. by Thamas P. Whitney (vols. 1-2) and Harry Willetts (vol. 3) (New York:
Harper & Row, 1973-78), make extensive use of unpublished letters and memoirs
on the Great Purge, most of which would never be available to a Western
researcher. On the other hand, same of the limitations inherent in the use of

unpublished personal accounts are reflected all too clearly in Anton Antonov-
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Ovseyenko's The Time of Stalin: Portrait of a Tyranny, trans. by George

Saunders (New York: Harper & Row, 1980), which seems to have assembled all the
nasty rumors and gossip available on the subject of Stalin. See the detailed

review by M. Dovner, "Lubok vmesto istorii," Pamiat': istoricheskii sbornik,

vyp. IV (Paris: YMCA-Press, 1981), pp. 442-55, which points out the numerous
inconsistencies and wnverified and improbable stories the book contains.

3. Examples are Getty's "The 'Great Purges' Reconsidered," based on
extensive use and reappraisal of the Smolensk Archive, and two literary
studies which have found new meaning in the Stalinist novel: Vera Dunham, In

Stalin's Time: Middleclass Values in Soviet Fiction (Cambridge University

Press, 1976), and Katerina Clark, The Soviet Novel: History as Ritual

(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981).
4. a good example of a fresh interpretation of such material is Robert
Tucker's re-reading of the Bukharin show-trial. See his Introduction to

Robert C. Tucker and Stephen F. Cohen, eds., The Great Purge Trial (New York:

Grosset and Dunlap, 1965). Also worth noting is Robert H. McNeal's admonition
to study more closely the large body of Party decisions relating to the purge
years. See his "The Decisions of the CPSU and the Great Purge," Soviet
Studies, 22, 2 (October 1971), 177-85; also, Robert H. McNeal, gen. ed.,

Resolutions and Decisions of the Cammunist Party of the Soviet Union, 4 vols.

(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1974). The same might be said of
Stalin's own writings and speeches, which McNeal has also helped to make more

accessible. See Robert H. McNeal, ed., I. V. Stalin, Works, 1934-1953, 3

vols. (Stanford: Hoover Institution, 1967), a supplement to the 13-volume

Soviet edition.

5. Boris I. Nicolaevsky, ed., The Crimes of the Stalin Era (New York:

The New Leader, 1962), p. S34.
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6. Svetlana Alliluyeva, Twenty Letters to a Friend, trans. by Priscilla

Johnson McMillan (New York: Harper & Row, 1967), p. 8 and passim; Antonov-

Ovseyenko, The Time of Stalin, pp. 51, 252, 308.
7.

These works differ from traditional political biographies such as

Bertram D. Wolfe's Three Who "Made a ‘Revolution: A Biographical -History,

revised ed. (New York: Dell, 1964), or Adam B. Ulam's Stalin: The Man and His

FEra (New York: Viking Press, 1973), in that the latter, wvhile offering
considerable psychological insight into their subject, do not explicitly make
use of formal theory.

8- Robert C. Tucker, "The Dictator and Totalitarianism;" in The Soviet

Political ~Minds 'Stalinism "and "Post=Stalin ‘Change, revised ed. (New York:

Norton, 1971), pp. 20-46; Philip Pomper, "Nelaev, ILenin, and Stalin: The

Psychology of Leadership," Jahrbucher flir Geschichte Osteuropas, Neue Folge,

Band 26 (1978), Heft 1, pp. 11-30; and the strident and poorly informed essay
by Gustav Bychowski, "Joseph V. Stalin: Paranoia and the Dictatorship of the

Proletariat," in Benjamin B. Wolman, ed., The Psychological Interpretation of

History (New York: Basic Books, 1971), pp. 115-49. On the other hand, a
recent survey of psychchistorical literature concludes that the answer to the
question, was Stalin paranoid?, "must be a qualified no." Salvatore Prisco

III, An Introduction o Psychohistory: Theories and Case Studies (Lanham, MD:

University Press of America, 1980), p. 144.

9. Robert C. Tucker, Stalin  as ‘Revolutionary, 1879-1929: A Study "in

History and Personality (New York: Norton, 1973).

10. Alliluyeva, Twenty Letters to a Friend, and Only One Year, trans. by

Paul Chavchavadze (New York: Harper & Row, 1969); Milovan Dijilas,

Conversations with Stalin, trans. by Michael B. Petrovich (New York: Harcourt,

Brace & World, 1962). For an evaluation of the clues to Stalin's personality
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contained in his daughter's writings, see Robert C. Tucker, "Svetlana

Alliluyeva as Witness of Stalin," Slavic Review, 27, 2 (June 1968), 296-312.

1l. a cautionary example of those difficulties is the effort that has
gone into analyzing a pencilled doodle that Stalin made during the Yalta
Conference. See Charles S. Clark, "The Stalin Doodles," Manuscripts, 35, 2
(Spring 1983), 101-12. I am grateful to Stephen Nonack of the Boston
Athenaeum for bringing this item to my attention. For an examination of the
genre of psychobiography and same of its problems, see William McKinley

Runyan, Life Histories and Psychobiography: Explorations in Theory and Method

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1982), chap. 10.
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Dictatorship ‘and Autocracy, 2nd ed. (Cambridge Mass.: Harvard University

Press, 1965); Merle Fainsod, Smolensk under Soviet Rule (Cambridge, Mass.:

Harvard University Press, 1958), and How Russia is Ruled, revised ed.

(Canbridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1963). Roger Pethybridge's The
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13. Zbigniew K. Brzezinski, The Permanent Purge: Politics in Soviet

Totalitarianism (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1956).
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system. Jerry F. Hough, The Soviet Union and Social "Science - Theory

(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1977). Although he applies this
model principally to the post-Stalin Soviet Union, he suggests that to same
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F. Hough, "The Cultural Revolution and Western Understanding of the Soviet
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System," in Sheila Fitzpatrick, ed., Cultural Revolution in-Russia, 1928<1931

(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1978). pp. 250-51. J. Arch Getty
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Rosenfeldt, Slavic Review, 42, 1 (Spring 1983), 60-96.

15. See, for example, David E. Powell, "In Pursuit of Interest Groups in

the USSR," Soviet Union, 6, 1 (1979), 99-124, and replies by Jerry F. Hough

and Peter H. Solomon, Jr., ibid., 8, 1 (1981), 103-18.

16. Alexander Solzhenitsyn et al., From Under the Rubble, trans. by A. M.
Brock et al. (Boston: Little, Brown, 1975).

17. MNadezhda Mandelstam, Hope against Hope: A Memoir, trans. by Max

Hayward (New York: Atheneum, 1970), esp. chaps. 36-37, and Hope Abandoned,

trans. by Max Hayward (New York: Atheneum, 1974).

18. See, for example, Conquest, The Great Terror, pp. 19-25.

19. The sharp demarcation between Lenin and Stalin is somewhat modified

but not fundamentally questioned in his more recent On Stalin and Stalinism,

trans. by Ellen de Kadt (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979).

20/ 1eon Trotsky, The Revolution Betrayed: What is the Soviet Union and

Where Is It Goihg?, trans. by Max Eastman (New York: Pathfinder Press, 1972;

first ed.: 1937); Stalin: An Appraisal of "the Man and His Influence (New York:

Stein and Day, 1967; first pub. 1941). On Trotsky's theory and its subsequent
development by This followers, see Robert H. McNeal, "Trotskyist

Interpretations of Stalinism," in Robert C. Tucker, ed., Stalinism: Essays in
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Historical - Interpretation (New York: Norton, 1977), pp. 30-52, and Baruch

Knei-Paz, The Social and Political Thought of Leon Trotsky (Oxford: Clarendon

Press, 1978), chap. 10. McNeal's conclusion is that "In a sense Trotsky
struggled to avoid making a Marxist analysis of Stalinism" (p. 51).

21. gtephen F. Cohen, Bukharin and the Bolshevik Revolution: A Political

Biography, 1888-1938 (New York: Knopf, 1973); M. Lewin, Russian Peasants and

Soviet Power: A Study of Collectivization, trans. by Irene Nove (New York:

Norton, 1975).

22. 1saac Deutscher, Stalin: A Political Biography, 2nd ed. (Oxford:

Oxford University Press, 1966), pp. 565-66, 568, 569. On the evolution of
Deutscher's interpretation, see McNeal, "Trotskyist Interpretations,” pp. 48-
51.

23+ For example: "The objective basis for the Stalin phencmenon does not
in any way exist in contemporary France, for example, where the level of the
productive forces is already high...it was a phenomenon restricted in terms of
time and place, and not a historical necessity universally true of socialism,

whether past, present or future." The Stalin Phenomenon, trans. by Peter

Latham (London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1976), p. 60.

2. 1o cite two examples, see Charles K. Wilber, The Soviet Model and

Underdeveloped Countries (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,

1969), and the essays by Alex Inkeles in his Social Change in Soviet Russia

(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1968). For same pertinent
criticism of the idea that Stalinism might serve as a model for underdeveloped
countries today, see Robert C. Tucker's remarks in G. R. Urban, ed.,

Stalinism: Its Tmpact on Russia and the World (New York: St. Martin's Press,

1982), pp. 168-77.
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25. As one scholar has put it, "Precisely because Stalinism joined a
radical transformation of the economic, political, and social bases of Soviet
society to a system of values and a pattern of authority relations with
powerful traditionalist and authoritarian components, it gave a very special
character to Soviet patterns of modernization." Gail Warshovsky Lapidus,
"Educational Strategies and Cultural Revolution: The Politics of Soviet

Development," in Fitzpatrick, ed., Cultural Revolution in Russia, p. 103.

26- Theodore H. Von Laue, Why Lenin? Why Stalin? A Reappraisal of the

Russian Revolution, 1900-1930, 2nd ed. (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1971), and

"Stalin Among the Moral and Political Imperatives, or How to Judge Stalin?"

Soviet Union, 8, 1 (1981), 1-17.

27. ps 1ate as 1978, Sheila Fitzpatrick could write that "Stalin's Russia

is still almost uncharted territory for the historian." Cultural Revolution

in Russia, p. 7. Katerina Clark makes a similar point in remarking that in
Western scholarship the subject of Soviet Socialist Realism "can be discussed,
but preferably only in tones of outrage, bemusement, derision, or elegy." The

Soviet Novel, p. ix.

28. Nicolaevsky, ed., The Crimes of the Stalin Era, p. S26.

29. por example, Fainsod, Smolensk under Soviet Rule, pp. 451-54.

30+ Robert Eugene Johnson's Peasant and Proletarian: The Working Class of

Moscow in the Late "Nineteenth Century (New Brunswick: Rutgers University

Press, 1979) is a recent reminder of the extent to which Russian industrial
workers were rooted in peasant culture. See also Diane Koenker, Moscow

Workers and the 1917 Revolution (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,

1981), chaps. 1-2. Moshe Lewin makes a similar point for the period of the

First Five-Year Plan in his "Society, State, and Ideology during the First

Five-Year Plan," in Fitzpatrick, ed., Cultural Revolution in Russia, pp. 41-
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Gletkin in Arthur Koestler's Darkness at Noon, published in 1941, comes to

mind, and Nicholas Vakar's The Taproot of Soviet Society (New York: Harper and
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University Press, 1979), chap. 6, and "Stalin and the Making of a New Elite,

1928-1939," Slavic Review, 38, 3 (September 1979), 377-93. On various aspects

of the "cultural revolution," see the articles in Fitzpatrick, ed., Cultural

Revolution in Russia.

32. pitzpatrick, PBducation and Social Mobility, pp. 186-89; Bailes,
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"The 'Great Purges' Reconsidered," p. 498.

33. Knrushchev Remembers, trans. and ed. by Strobe Talbott (Boston:

Little, Brown, 1970), pp. 34-35; Petro G. Grigorenko, Memoirs, trans. by
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"Stalin and the Making of a New Elite," pp. 385-86.
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collectivization in the countryside. Bailes, Technology and Society, pp. 198,

255, 259.

35. Grigorenko, Memoirs, p. 22.
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22.

37- 1ia., pp. 30, 34.

38- was Stalin was speaking [this is in 1930] I thought to myself, 'Here
is a man who knows how to direct our minds and our energies toward the
priority goals of industrializing our country and assuring the impregnability
of our Homeland's borders against the capitalist world; the well-being of the
people is cbviously in firm hands!'" 1Ibid., p. 37. Grigorenko testifies to
the ready appeal of Stalin's argument for "socialism in one country.”

Memoirs, p. 25.



41
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eds., Khrushchev and the "Arts: The Politics of ~Soviet -Culture, ~1962-1964
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Cultural Revolution in Russia, pp. 189-206. See also her article "Utopian

Anthropology as a Context for Stalinist Literature," in Tucker, ed.,
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50. Knirushchev ‘Remembers, p. 30.

51. 1pid.; p. 39.
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