



































this seem to pinpoint the entry of new fac.an. nouns into the
vocabulary at the level of slang and jargon, whence the feature
spreads to semantically cognate, more neutral terms, losing much
of its affectivity in the process. This example is suggestive of the
vitality and expansiveness of the fac.an. feature in contemporary
Polish. One may reasonably expect this feature to continue to
expand in the future, coopting new members and semantic classes
and being further consolidated in old ones. Judging from the
willingness of some respondents to facultatively animize certain
nouns with standard Gen. sg. in -u (kwiat, mecz, bilard, etc.),
the process of fac.an. expansion may be accompanied by a slight
shifting in the distribution of the -u vs. -a Gen. ending. Should the
ending -a ever become stabilized as the Acc. marker of most
masculine nouns with Gen. sg. in -a, this development would be
tantamount to the demise of animacy as a natural subgender in
Polish, marking its definitive transition from a natural gender
category, with membership based on a transparent extralinguistic
feature, to a grammatical gender, where the natural criteria for
membership are obliterated. It appears that processes similar to
those which probably led to the Indo-European gender categories
through the selective and originally expressive feminization or
masculinization of sexless objects (if Brugman 1889 is correct) are
still operant in present-day Polish.
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APPENDIX: THE MOST IMPORTANT CLASSES OF
FACULTATIVE ANIMATE NOUNS

Classes are illustrated with representative nouns, followed by
the respective index of facultative animacy (the lower the index,
the higher the facultative animacy). Classes and individual items
are ranked from higher to lower, as determined by the survey.
Only the 300 some nouns specifically examined on the survey are
listed; many more examples, untested as to actual degree of
facultative animacy, can be found in the works of Kucata and
Dyduchowa, listed in the bibliography. Outside the survey were
such classes of traditionally animate nouns as:

1. Names figuratively applied to people: geniusz 'genius,’
ideatl 'ideal,’ oryginatl 'an original,’ typ ‘type, character,
szkielet 'skeleton,” sopran 'soprano, skarb ‘treasure,’ grzyb
'so-and so' (literally, 'mushroom") and so on.

2. Names for the dead: umrzyk 'dead man, nieboszczyk
'the late, the deceased,” umarly 'deceased,” wisielec 'hanged
man,’ trup 'corpse, topielec 'drowned person'.

3. Idols and objects of human shape: batwan 'snowman,’
robot 'robot,' strach 'scarecrow’ (literally, 'fright'), manekin
'mannequin,’ chochot 'straw man, and so on (but not: posag
'statue’).

4. Ghosts, monsters, mythical beings: demon 'demon,
potwor 'monster,) amor '‘cupid,’ smok 'dragon,’ upiér
‘phantom,’ krasnoludek ‘fairy, etc.

5. Planets, stars, constellations, and geological features
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named after animals, people, or mythical beings: Saturn ‘Satumn,'
Syriusz 'Sirius,’ Wodnik 'Aquarius, Mnich 'Monk' (a
mountain peak), etc.

6. Works of literary, musical, cinematic etc. creativity
named after the author; furs named after the animal: Rubens 'a
(painting by) Rubens,' Mozart '(a piece by) Mozart, Polanski 'a
(film by) Polanski,' lis 'a fox (fur).'

A. Nouns with relatively strong facultative animacy

1. Dances 1.2316
walc 'waltz,’ menuet 'minuet,’ polonez 'polonaise,’
fokstrot 'foxtrot.’

2. Reified mental states, especially slang names 1.24
kac 'hangover,” bzik 'mania,’ pech 'bad luck, strach
'fear.'

3. Smacks, pinches, kisses 1.26
kopniak ‘'kick," klaps 'slap,’ szczutek 'pinch, catus 'kiss.’
4. Automobile brands and models 1.30
fiat 'Fiat, trabant "Trabant, gokart 'go-cart, jeep 'jeep.’
Not: samochod ‘'automobile' 3.86.

5. Certain dramatic gestures, movements 1.36
sus 'leap,’ nur 'dive,’ koziol_'somersault,’ drapak 'slip.’
Not: galop 'gallop,’ klus 'trot.'l7 Weak: piruet 'pirouette,’
zygzak 'zig-zag.'
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6. Cigarettes and cigarette brands 1.37
papieros 'cigarette,’ pet ‘cig, butt,” skret 'roll-your-own,’
giewont 'Giewont.! Surprisingly weak: wawel "Wawel' 2.79;
very weak: niedopatek butt' 3.41

7. Sports and games 1.47
ping-pong 'ping-pong,’ hokej 'hockey, tenis 'tennis,
totalizator 'lottery.’

8. Gaming terms, and card terms in particular 1.54
brydz 'bridge, poker 'poker,' rober 'rubber,’ set 'set,
gol 'goal, pik 'spade, as ‘ace.’

9. Mushrooms 1.54
grzyb 'mushroom,” rydz 'agaric, prawdziwek 'boletus.’

10. Pastries 1.61
nalesnik 'pancake,’ paczek 'doughnut,’ pierog 'meat pie,
rogalik 'croissant, gofer 'waffle.'

11. Pegs 1.65
klin 'wedge,’ éwiek 'hobnail,’ czop 'plug.’ Much weaker:
gwozdz 'nail' 2.72

12. Monetary units 1.68

dolar 'dollar, forint 'forint.” Weaker: zloty 'zloty'18
2.23;

surprisingly weak: grosz 'grosh' 3.3
13. Abrasions 1.78

siniak ‘bruise,’ guz 'bruise, siniec 'black eye'; Weaker:
strupek 'scab' 2.9.
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14. Wine and beer types and slang terms 1.84
szampan ‘champagne,’ burgund 'burgundy,” pilzner
'Pilsener,” belt 'rot-gut wine." Weaker: vermut 'vermouth'
2.66; Not usually beers, e.g., not zywiec (beer brand).

15. Pieces of junk 1.85
grat junk furniture, gruchot 'rattle-trap,'lg,klekot
rickety object.’” Weaker: rupiec 'piece of junk' 2.85.

16. Certain, especially exotic, fruits and nuts 1.89
banan 'banana,’ grejpfrut 'grapefruit, ananas 'pineapple,’
kasztan ‘chestnut, melon 'melon.’ Weaker: rodzynek 'raisin’
2.33, kokos ‘coconut’ , 3.0, migdal 'almond’ 3.2.

17. Candies 1.90
cukierek 'candy,’ baton '‘candy-bar,, miodynek
'honey-drop,’ lizak 'sucker, mietowy 'mint." Not particularly:
toffiego 'toffee,’ despite Kucata 1976.20

18. Brand-name articles and appliances21
parker 'Parker pen,’ zenit 'Zenit camera, telefunken
“Telefunken radio, koral 'Coral TV.'

19. Space ships and artificial satellites
Discoverer, Lunnik, Sputnik; also: satelita 'satellite’; see
note 14. :

20. Miscellaneous
karniak 'penalty,’ figiel 'trick,’ bak 'goof,’ latawiec
'kite," judasz 'peep-hole.’
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B. Nouns with moderate facultative animacy

1. Measures of alcohol 2.02
kielich 'jigger,” tyk 'swallow, litr 'liter (of alcohol), drink
'(mixed) drink," klin 'shot,' strzemienny 'one for the road.’

2. Non-leafy vegetables 2.11
pomidor ‘tomato,’ ogérek 'cucumber,’ ziemniak 'potato,’
kalafior 'cauliflower,’ burak 'beet.’'

3. Flowers 2.12
irys 'iris,’ tulipan 'tulip,’ gozdzik ‘'carnation,” blawatek
'corn-flower.’

4. Marks on paper (a small class) 2.18
kleks 'blot,’ zawijas 'flourish,” kulfon 'misshapen letter.’

5. Dread diseases, especially slang names 2.27%2
tryper ‘clap,’ syf 'syph, tezec 'lockjaw." Fairly weak:
parch 'mange’ 2.96, tyfus 'typhus' 3.63, syfilis 'syphilis’ 3.7.
Very strong: platfus ‘flat-foot' 1.46.

6. Aircraft models and types 2.43
mig 'Mig,’ bombowiec 'bomber,’ smiglowiec 'jet.' Not:
helikopter ‘'helicopter’ 3.41.

7. Serial food items of various sorts 2.52
krokiet ‘croquet,’ zraz 'chop, serdelek 'link sausage,
sandwicz 'sandwich." Very high: klops 'meat ball' 1.46. Low:
kotlet 'cutlet’ 3.23, sznycel 'snitzel' 3.2, omlet 'omelet’ 3.76.

8. Skin afflictions 2.73
pryszcz 'pimple,) wagier 'blackhead, pieg ‘'freckle,
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pieprzyk 'mole.’

9. Footwear 2.88
but 'shoe, papué 'slipper, kalosz 'galosh,’ drewniak
‘clog,” bucior 'clod-hopper,’ sandat 'sandal.’

10. Teeth, hair, nose:
ryj 'snout’ 1.83, mleczak 'milk tooth’ 1.66, trzonowy
'molar’ 2.4, was 'mustache’ 1.86, pejs 'side curl' 3.13, nochal
'shnoz' 2.8, wlosek 'hair-dim.' 2.82.

11. Various concrete nouns ending in -ak, -ec:
sktadak ‘folding bicycle' 2.24, straszak 'cap-pistol' 2.14,
siwak 'gray earthenware pot' 2.86, korkowiec ‘pop-gun’ 2.86,

brukowiec 'trashy novel' 2.34, gosciniec 'coming-home
present’ 3.07.

12. Miscellaneous
samograj 'sure-fire hit' 2.69, jasiek 'throw pillow' 2.53,
smoczek baby's pacifier' 2.69, sopel 'icicle’ 3.14, cybuch

'pipe-stem’ 2.75, zbuk 'bad egg' 2.07, smierdziuch 'smelly
cheese' 2.00.

C. Nouns with relatively weak facultative animacy
(but with an index of 3.5 or lower)

1. Certain types of ships 2.98
zaglowiec 'sailing ship, torpedowiec 'torpedo boat,’
scigacz 'pursuit boat." But: kajak 'kayak' 3.93.

2. Types of buildings 3.21
kolos 'giant building' biurowiec ‘office building,
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klatkowiec 'multi-entrance apartment building.’

3. Plant parts 3.22
lis¢ 'leaf, paczek 'bud, badyl 'stalk,’ kolec 'thorn.'

4. Trees and shrubs 3.32
cyprys 'cypress, figowiec 'fig tree,’ pigwowiec 'quince.’
Relatively low: jawer 'sycamore’ 3.5, swierk 'spruce’ 3.6.

5. Knives 3.32
kozik 'pocket knife, majcher 'shiv,
Very weak: néz 'knife' 3.62.

knyp 'paring knife.’

6. Tools 3.42
gtadzik ‘'smoothing plane,, wkretak ‘screw-driver,
cyrkiel 'compass.’

7. Jewelry, precious stones 3.44
guzik 'button,’ brelok 'fob,’ kolczyk 'ear-drop,’ koralik
'necklace.' Especially high: klips ‘earring' 2.62.

8. Sticks (a wide range of facultative animacy exhibited)
kij 'stick' 2.68, patyk 'little stick' 3.38, drag 'rod' 3.26; not
stup ‘column’ 3.82.

9. Miscellaneous

klocek 'block’ 3.14, knot 'wick' 3.24, wrak 3.38,
ogryzek ‘apple core’ 3.14, dreszczowiec 'thriller 3.21.
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NOTES

1 Virile nouns refer to male or mixed male and female personal
groups. A similar tendency to distinguish personal nouns in the pl.
can be found in Sorbian and Ukrainian.

2 By 'subgender’ is meant a formally distinguishable subclass of
a main gender. The subgender 'animate’ qualifies as a subgender in
that animate nouns are morphologically distinguished (by the
feature Acc.=Gen.) from other masculine nouns in certain syntactic
constructions (i.e., constructions requiring the Acc. sg.).

3 Rather striking exceptions to the general rule are the two
nouns wél wohlu 'ox' and bawot bawotu 'buffalo.’

4 In late Common Slavic the ending -u was limited to fewer
than a dozen historical u-stems.

5 Besides Polish, facultative animacy is exhibited, to a lesser
extent, in Ukrainian, Slovak, and colloquial Czech.

6 The shift in facultative animate status of a noun with Gen. sg.
in -u is invariably accompanied by the replacement of Gen. -u by
-a. In case facultative animization is accompanied by a shift in
‘meaning, the new fac. an. noun with Gen./Acc. in -a will coexist
with the old word with Acc. in -0 and Gen. in -u cf. sport -u
'sport’ vs. sport -a 'Sport (cigarette).’

7 If there is any "folk wisdom" on the origin of facultative
animacy in Polish, this study failed to uncover it. Speakers are
invariably at a loss to explain why -a is used as an Acc. ending with
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a given fac.an. noun; they are reluctant even to hazard a guess.
Although the -a ending is perceived to be a basically animate
marker, speakers are typically extremely reluctant to see animizing
motives behind Acc., forms like papierosa 'cigarette,’ kleksa
'blot,’ cukierka 'candy, and so on. Grammarians are inclined to
view such usages as plain mistakes, if no longer synchronically, then
at least historically (see discussion to follow).

8 I would like to express my profound gratitude to Maria
Sledzinska of the Bydgoszcz Pedagogical University, without whose
painstaking assistance in compiling and distributing the
questionnaire the present study would have been impossible. I rely
on Sledzinska's intuitive assessments in this paper in places too
numerous to mention. I would also like to thank Barbara
Nykiel-Herbert for reading a version of this paper and suggesting
various changes and improvements. Nykiel in particular helped me
see the importance of collocational frequency as a factor in the
spread of facultative animacy from one noun to another (see below,
this section).

9 The two formal classes found to have relevance to facultative
animacy are nouns in -ak and in -ec; see discussion below.

10 Because of social realities in Poland, most of these future
elementary and secondary school teachers were female, a factor that
was not controlled on the survey. However, nothing I encountered
during the course of this study indicated that fac.an. use is
sex-differentiated.

11 A more usual verb for kulfon and przecinek would have
been postawié 'place, but it is doubtful whether a change in verb
would have affected the results substantially in these two instances.
The ability of kulfen to take fac.an. -a after the generalized verb
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zrobi¢ ‘'make’ is a good indication of its strong fac.an. position.

12 A striking tendency within Polish is for certain specific
semantic groups to become associated with a particular gender,
presumably in dependence on the gender of the generic term. Thus
the fact that items of footwear are masculine in gender may depend
to a degree on the fact that but 'shoe' is masculine.

13 One should not discount the possibility of dialectical
divergence here. Kucatla's study focussed on speakers from
southeastern Poland; the present study surveyed usage among
speakers predominantly from the northwest. According to Kucata
1978, facultative animacy is much more widely extended in certain
regional dialects than in the literary language.

14 For animate nouns, the Acc. sg. is distinct from the Gen. sg.
only for those nouns following the declensional type with Nom. sg.
in -a, cf. ten mezczyzna 'that man,' Acc. tego mezczyzne, Gen.
tego mezczyzny. The only fac.an. noun of this type uncovered by
this study is satelita 'satellite.’

15 The higher fac.an. standing is probably associated with the
marked member of the pair, which is not always the formally
marked member. Sometimes the regular form may serve as
augmentative to the stylistically neutral formal diminutive.

16 In order to obtain an index of approximate fac.an. strength,
all nouns of a group falling within half a point of one another were
averaged. So many variables could not be systematically controlled
in the survey that these indexes should be viewed as purely
provisional and suggestive.

17  Expressions such as iS¢ gesiego 'go single file,' is¢
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galopa 'go at a galop,’ jechaé klusa 'ride at a trot, and so on - i.e.
the expressions that excited the interest of Grappin - do not
properly belong under the heading of facultative animacy. These
are frozen expressions, left over from the defunct Genitive of
manner.

18 Masculine substantival adjectives in -y may exhibit
facultative animacy by taking the Acc.=Gen. sg. ending -ego. Cf.
also strziemienny under B.1. below.

19 Interestingly, the fac.an. nouns gruchot and klekot are
derived from onomatopoletic nouns with Gen. sg. in -u.

20 The word toffi was the only example discovered of an
indeclinable facultative animate noun; cf. Daj mi tego toffi 'give
me that toffee.’

21 Since the placement of brand names among strong fac.an.
nouns is assured by all sources and respondents, this class was not
specifically covered on the questionnaire.

22 The archetypical dread disease, cancer (rak), has virtually
obligatory facultative animacy, doutless because of the primary
meaning 'crab.' Conceivably this noun could have provided a model
for the other fac.an. nouns naming diseases.
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