gelaya linked de-Stalinization with democratization (apparently ’socialism
with a human face’ within the orbit of the Soviet Union):

The mechanical administrative-bureaucratic...structure...must be replaced by new
relations between peoples.... They must be manifested in greater representation of
the republics in the Union-wide government of the country, in greater independence
in the resolution of questions concerning national culture, education, the press, all
problems of spiritual life, as well as independent actions by the republics in entering
into international cultural and economic contacts with...countries. These new rela-
tions must also be manifested in recruitment...into...high staff positions in the Army
and Navy. Sometimes the republic’s lack of representation in the Army command
and the space program is explained by the lack of physical training. This thesis is
simply ludicrous....

Shengelaya called on the party to “expose gaps in history” such as the
repression of the “so-called Mdivani group” in 1922 so that nationality
policy could be based on “Leninist ideas.”

In November 1988, the first installment of a remarkable article on the
horrors of the Stalin period (in fact implicating the entire Soviet ]geriod)
appeared in the Georgian language journal Literaturuli sakartvelo. 3 The
article used testimony from a woman whose husband and father were
repressed as nationalists in 1923 to illustrate the horrors of Soviet power.
The authors baldly asserted that repression in Georgia began in the 1921-
1924 period when Soviet power was established in Georgia, and argued
that it is wrong to call the opponents of Soviet power bandits, because they
desired an independent Georgia. The repressions against these people
were also visited upon their innocent relatives and friends, and “whole
villages were wiped out.” One graphic incident related is an all-night
“blood orgy” of killings at the Politburo building in Tbilisi in the summer
of 1924. The subject of the article testified that upon her re-arrest in 1942,
she refused to sign a confession. Significantly, the confession was
reproduced in the journal in the Russian language.

Mass gravesites have also been mentioned in the press, including
Soganlugskiy ravine. By late-1988 the Georgian Culture Foundation
began accepting public donations to build a memorial complex to Stalin’s
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victims on a mountain above Tbilisi. One design for the memorial in-
cludes a pit, “like the pits in which the shot victims fell.” A(fcording to
Georgian People’s Artist Dmitriy Mikatadze, who was responsible for the
design, “Innocent people suffered by the thousands in Georgia, as else-
where, during the Stalin years...It cannot be denied that there was not a
single family in the republic that did not suffer from the illegalities.”

Central Asian Republics and Kazakhstan

The de-Stalinization debate also revived in the Central Asian republics
(Kirghizia, Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) and Kazakhstan,
partially as a result of the All-Union party decision to create commissions
in all the republics to examine repression, but also driven by popular and
intellectuals’ calls for justice as a result of glasnost’. As Kathleen Watters
pointed out in her review of nationality problems as conveyed by the
central press, the central press has provided relatively less coverage to
Stalinist_repression in Central Asia than in other regions of the Soviet
Union.’® In fact, Pravda in April 1989 even criticized, to no avail, the
coverage of the past by Pravda vostoka and other Uzbek newspapers as
dwelling too much on the past.136 Illustrating how criticism of the Stalin
period has broadened to include other themes, during late 1990 the Uzbek
press published a series of sensational articles about how the Red Army
devastated Kokand in 1917, articles characterized by one Western analyst
as “strik[ingllﬁt the legitimacy of Soviet rule in Central Asia from the very
beginning.”

In Uzbekistan, the Central Committee created a commission to study
republic repression and rehabilitate victims in 1988. Later, the commis-
sion established a group of social scientists from Tashkent State University
and the Institute of History to provide historical background material, so
that criminal cases from the Stalinist period could be correctly evaluated.
The commission also ordered that oblast’, city, and raion newspapers
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regularly publish the lists of rehabilitated persons in order to notify the
public, relatives, and possible survivors. In September 1988, a special
study group of prominent Uzbek jurists, headed by senior legal counselor
A. P. Zhukov, was set up by the Uzbek Procuracy to speed up the re-ex-
amination of Stalin-era criminal files.

D. A. Usatov, Uzbek Procurator, reported that —unlike the situation in
areas occupied during World War II and apparent practices in other KGB
jurisdictions where archives were destroyed —in Uzbekistan “The files of
many thousands of criminal cases...which for decades had gathered dust on
the shelves of special archives,” still existed in pristine condition.*® In
discussing how he had leafed through countless brittle folders in order to
right social injustice, he concluded that “The extermination of millions of
people who were not guilty of anything—fathers and mothers, husbands
and wives, children, grandchildren —were those terrible years really not
related to genocide?” In the article he went on to relate several graphic
cases of repression against innocent citizens, mentioning cases in Chutskiy
raion, Kara-Kalpak ASSR, and Tashkent. In Tashkent, a milling-machine
operator mentioned the lack of food and observed that one could be ar-
rested for even mentioning such a thing. As a result, he was arrested and
sentenced for two indiscretions: “slandering the material situation of the
workers,” and “anti-Soviet agitation directed against the measures of
Soviet power!”

Chingiz Aytmatov has been at the forefront of de-Stalinization efforts
in Kirghizia. While he has opposed Kirghizian independence efforts by
the fledgling popular front Ashad, seeing the Russian influence as posi-
tive, he has also called for greater emphasis on bilingual education and
cultural expression. His opposition to oppressive aspects of nationality
policy has been expressed in his term “mankurtization” to refer to im-
posed docility of nations, an imposed forgetting of the past. In an article
in Sovetskaya Kirghizia in May 1988, Aytmatov wrote of the Kirghizian
famine of 1932 as caused by Stalin, a famine where the starving “sold small
children and young girls for a bit of bread.” He also argued that Stalin was
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not responsible for the industrialization of the Soviet Union, comparing
such industrialization to that occurring in other countries. He also attack-
ed the myth that “Stalin won the war,” noting the strategic blunders and
sacrifices of people during the war. He closed by linking de-Stalinization
to democratization: “The echo of his violence against the people will con-
tinue to rumble ominously in the hearts and souls of the Soviet people for
a long time to come. The terrible thing about "his echo’ is [how] we have
passed off anti-democracy as supreme Stalinist democracy....A fully valid
culture of free-thinking men can only be developed through democracy
and glasnost’....only a mind free of Stalinist thinking can comprehend and
perfect the new world.”

Kazakhstan officials and citizens have also moved to expose the crimes
of the Stalin period. A Central Committee commission to investigate
Stalinist repressions in Kazakhstan, set up in 1988, examined a number of
decisions taken by the party regarding decrees on literature and art. It
duly recommended that the Central Committee repeal these decrees and
decisions, which it did. In late 1988, the Kazakh Party Institute decided to
allow access to, and eventually publish, hitherto secret documents from
the Stalin period held in its archives.'* The Kazakh procuracy also began
to reexamine the cases of citizens repressed during the Stalin period and,
in early 1990, had reported the rehabilitation of over 30,000 people, and
projected that the process of rehabilitations would be complete by mid-
1990. The procuracy, reportedly along with the security apparatus, was
also working to identify mass graves, and noted that graves had been
reported by citizens in Aktyubinsk, Tselinograd, and Chimkent oblast’. Ll
In January 1990, oblast’ newspapers in Kazakhstan began publishing the
names of victims of repression.1 2

In July 1988, Kazakhstanskaya pravda published a sensational article
by writer Viktor Dik on the Karaganda Special Regime Corrective Labor
Camp, the headquarters of which was about 20 kilometers south of
Karaganda city. The Karaganda camp complex consisted of a host of
camps spread throughout Karaganda oblast’. Individual camps specialized
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in various functions or contained different types of prisoners such as the
female relations of “traitors.” Dik appealed to the Karaganda oblast’ in-
ternal affairs administration not to destroy the records of the camps so
that the victims could be suitably memorialized, and called on the public
to voice opposition to plans to build a highway over a mass gravesite. Dik
stressed that the intellectual elite of the Soviet Union could be found in
the Karaganda complex, many of whom perished. He wrote that in
reporting the horrors of the Karaganda complex he would be fighting
against neo-Stalinists who looked with nostalgia on the “iron order” of the
period.143

Other articles about the Karaganda complex also appeared in 1988,
including an article in the Karaganda oblast’ newspaper discussing mass
gravesites in the oblast’. Following the newspaper article a local branch of
Memorial was formed in the oblast’. The Memorial group organized a
meeting with MVD veterans of the camp complex in order to discover
details about mass repressions. In a stormy meeting, the veterans
denounced the publication of articles. The veterans asserted that there
was no cruelty at the camps, that they contained only common criminals,
and that the diet lavishly consisted of port wine and high-quality fish fil-
lets. The veterans maintained that the reason why people who entered the
camps never left was because, after they had served their sentences, they
had grown attached to the camps and chose to live nearby. A local
Memorial Society member pledged to continue to hunt for the truth of the
Karaganda camps and the location of mass graves despite obstructionism,
so that people could “remember everyone’s names, rehabilitate them in
society’s eyes, and perpetuate the memory of the innocents who died.”!
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