

















reformer. Perhaps if Tolstoi had read Ballou's autobiography {published
posthumously), and his history of the Hopedale utopian community, his
interest in the American would not have waned. By contrast, Tolstoi's
desire to propagate the ideas and life story of Garrison never flagged.

While Ballou did not capture Tolstoi's unreserved admiration as had
Garrison, he had served a vital purpose. In Baliou, Tolstoi had discovered
a remarkable man who had unswervingly dedicated his whole life to the
crusade Tolstoi had belatedly recognized as the sole path to the kingdom
of God on Earth. Tolstoi had been perplexed by Ballou's willingness to
make seemingly vitiating adjustments on the issue of pacifism. “The great
sin is the compromise in theory,” he had lectured Ballou, raferrin%_,to his
"plan to lower the ideal of Christ in order to make it attainable.” But
Tolstoi could only admire Ballou's reasoned and compelling argumentation.
Ballou had provided Tolstoi with a broader and clearer understanding of
Christian nonresistance which impelled him to incorporate Ballou's "most
remarkable” writings into his own last major work. By the late
nineteenth century Ballou was a shadowy figure in the United States, yet
he had cast a long shadow at Yasnaya Polyana, heavily influencing Tolstoi
at a crucial point in his search for moral perfection.
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Three years after publishing The Kingdom of God, Tolstoi wrote an
ethical treatise on the creative process entitied What /s Art? (Chto takoe
iskusstvo?), in which he eloquently described the sense of universality
produced by great art In an illuminating commentary on his own
experience as artist, Tolstoi contended that a "real work of art destroys
in the consciousness of the recipient the separation between himself and
the artist, and not that alone, but also between himself and all whose
minds receive this work of art” We feel "the mysterious gladness of a
communion which, reaching beyond the grave, unites us with all men of
the past who have been moved by the same feeling and with all men of
the future who will yet be touched by them." Nor surprisingly, Tolstoi
concluded that the most profound and affecting art evoked Christian
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sentiments of forgiveness, peace, and worldwide brotherhood.

These sentiments had been at the heart of all Tolstoi's writings,
whether fictional, didactic, or polemical. By Tolstoi's definition, Garrison
and Ballou belonged to the pantheon of the world's great artists, for they
satisfied his definition of art by the universal, Christian philosophy
expressed in their writing. Tolstoi had certainly feit a strong sense of
communion with these antebellum New England pacifists. His discovery
of Garrison and Ballou in the late 1880s had galvanized his thinking and
inspired his writing. At a time in his life when he was struggling to
develop a more systematic ideology of nonresistance, he had been moved
by their eloquence, arguments, and heroic careers as Christian pacifists.
As a result, Tolstoi publicized the ideas of the two Americans in his many
letters to intellectuals and reformers throughout the world.

Tolstoi's philosophy of nonviolence might well have developed in
much the same way had he never learned of Garrison or Ballou. Tolstoi's
pacifist tendencies, after all, had antedated by decades his discovery of
the New England resistance movement. Thereafter, his spiritual journey
remained primarily inspired by his own life experiences and by his
aversion to official Russia. But the writings of Garrison and Ballou, with
their emphasis on the incompatibility of Christianity and human conscience
with violence and statism, helped reinforce, order, and amplify Tolstoi's
own understanding of nonresistance. There remained important cuiltural
and ideological differences between Tolstoi and these American pacifists,
yet he felt deeply gratified and fortunate to have been influenced by the
"mysterious gladness of communion” they had provided. '
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sochinenii, 90 vols. (Moscow: Gos izd-vo khudozhestvennoi literatury,
1928-57), 23:328. This edition will henceforth be cited as Sochineniia.

3See Richard F. Gustafson, Leo Tol/stoy: Resident and Stranger
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1986), which meticulously examines
Tolstoi's narrative fiction in relation to his religious world view.

27




4"l would be the most unhappy of men if | did not find a goal for
my life, a common and useful one, useful because the immortal soul,
once it has developed, naturally turns into a being which is higher and
corresponds to it" Cited by Gustafson from Tolstoi's diary, op. cit.,

5
War and Peace, trans. Constance Garnett (New York: Random
House, 1960), 787, 760.

S.S‘ochi neniia, 72:164.

7 . N
See the discussion in R V. Sampson, To/stoi: The Discovery of
Peace, 108-128.

E!Paul W. Glad, The Trumpet Soundeth: William Jennings Bryan
and His Democracy (Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 1966),
30-31; W. H Smith, "The Pacifist Thought of William Jennings Bryan,”
Mennonite Quarterly Review 45 (1971) : 33—-81; Allen F. Davis, American
Heroine: The Life and Legend of Jane Addams (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1973), 135-139; Louis J. Budd, "William Dean Howaells'
Debt to Tolstoi," American Slavic and East European Review 9 (1950) :
292-301; Harvey W.ish, "Getting Along with the Romanovs,” South
Atlantic Quarterly 48 (1949) : 341-359; Peter J. Frederick, Knights of
the Golden Rule: The Intellectual as Christian Reformer in the 1890s
(Lexington, KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 1976).

9Hamlin Garland, "The Reformer Tolstoy,” in Leo Tolstoi,
Recollections and Essays, trans. Aylmer Maude (London: Oxford University
Press, 193D5), vii-viii.

1oJayme A. Sokolow, "Arriving at Moral Pe: fection. Benjamin
Franklin and Leo Tolstoy,” American Literature XLVI (1975) : 427-432;
Enfrosnia Dvoichenko—-Markov, “Benjamin Franklin and Leo Tolstoy,”
Pfoceedings of the American Philosophical Society XLVI (1952)
119-128; Boris Eikhenbaum, The Young Tolstoi, trans. Gary Kern (Ann
Arbor, MI: Ardis, 1972), 19-20, 39, 51.

"Leo Tolstoi to Edward Garnett, 21 June 1800, in Sochineniia,

28



72. 396-397; Count Leo Tolstoy, “The Root of the Evil" The North
American Review CLXXIL (1901) : 503.

"2 Aithough Tolstoi discussed Garrison and Ballou in his letters and
books, the American reformers’ influence on Tolstoi has never been
analyzed. Their relationship with Tolstoi is briefly noted in Simmons, ' Leo
Tolstoy, 96, 124, 335-336, 410; Peter Brock, Pacifism in the United
States: From the Colonial Era to the First World War (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1972), 545 613-616; Lewis Perry, Radical
Abolitionism: Anarchy and the Government of God in Antislavery
Thought (ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1972), 1-5.

"Adin Ballou, Autobiography of Adin Ballou, 1803-1890, ed
William S. Heywood (Lowell, MA: The Vox Populi Press, 1896), 439.

MPaveI Ivanovich Biriukov, Biografiia L'va Nikolaevicha Tolstogo, 4
vols. (Moscow: T-va | N. Kushnerev, 1923), 3:198; Wendell Phillips
Garrison and Frances Jackson Garrison, Wi/liam Lloyd Garrison,
1805-1879, 4 vols. (New York: The Century Co., 1885-1889), 3:12-13.

"®Lleo Tolstoi to Wendell Phillips Garrison, March — 15 April?
1886, in Sochineniia, 63:343-344.

16Wendell Phillips Garrison to Leo Tolstoi, 5 May 1886; Leo
Tolstoi to -— (an American), May-December ? 1886; Leo Tolistoi to
Dmitry Alexandrovich Khilkkov, 10 November 1888; Leo Tolstoi to Albert
Blake, 12 November 1888; Wendell Phillips Garrison to Leo Tolstoi, 12
October 1889, in Sochineniia, 63:345-346, 430-431, 64:193-194,
50:158.

Eor biographical studies of Garrison, see John L. Thomas, The
Liberator, William Lloyd Garrison (Boston: Little, Brown, 1963); Waiter
M. Merrill, Against Wind and Tide, a Biography of William Lloyd
Garrison (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1963).

18For studies of the American Peace Society, the New England
Non-Resistance Society, and the tactics of the radical abolitionists, see

29



Edson C. Whitney, The American Peace Society: A Centennial History
(Washington, DC: The American Peace. Society, 1928); Merle Eugene Curti,
The American Peace Crusade, 1815-1860 (Durham, NC: Duke University
Press, 1929); Carleton Mabee, Black Freedom: The Nonviolent
Abol itionists from 1830 through the Civil War (New York: Macmillan,
1970); David C. Lawson, "Swords into Plowshares, Spears into Pruning
Hooks: the Intellectual Foundations of the First American Peace Movement,
1815-1865" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of New Mexico, 1975); Brock,
Pacifism in the United States, 449-666; Perry, Radical Abolitionism,
18-230; Charles De Benedetti, The Peace Reform in American History
(Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1980), 32-58.

For studies of New England pacifism before the Civil War, see
Curti, The American Peace Crusade, 1815-1860; John Demos, "The
Antislavery Movement and the Problem of Violent 'Means,’ " New Eng/and
Quarterly XXXVII (1964) : 501-526; Mabee, Bl/ack Freedom: The
Nonviolent Abolitionists from 1830 through the Civil War; Lawrence
J. Freidman, Gregarious Saints: Self and Community in American
Abolitionism, 1830-1870 (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press,
1982), 196-224; Brock, Pacifism in the United States, 523-615,
689-712.

19William Lioyd Garrison to Edmund Quincy, 13 June 1840, in The
Letters of William Lloyd Garrison, ed. Walter M. Merrill and Louis
Ruchames, 6 vols. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1971-1979), 3:640.

20Biriukov, Biografiia Tolstogo, 3:86.

21Sochineniia, 65:114; Voprosy literatury 5 (Moscow, 1964),
248-249; Leo Tolstoi to Wendell Phillips Garrison, January 18907 in
Yasnopolyanskii 5 (1965), 9-10; Leo Tolstoi to Vladimir G. Chertkov, 28
July, 22 August, 17 September, 15? October 1890, in Sochineniia,
87:37, 45, 47.

22Francis Garrison to Leo Tolstoi (telegram), 22 or 23 January

30



1892, 12 February, 16 February, 19 February, 1 April, 5 April, 20 May,
3 June 1982, in Sochineniia, 66:460, 470-471; Biriukov, Biografiia
Tolstogo, 3:139. The Garrisons also contributed relief money to Tolstoi
for his efforts during the 1891-1892 Russian famine and provided
assistance to one of Tolstoi's friends who planned to visit America See
Sochineniia, 66:187, 306; "Lev Tolstoi, Book |" Literaturnoe nasledstvo
69 (1965) : 543.

2:*}Tolstoi, The Kingdom of God is Within You, in The Complete
Works of Count Tolstoy, 24 vols, trans. Leo Wiener (Boston: D. Estes &
Company, 1904-1905), 20:7-12. Henceforth, Kingdom of God. Russian:
Sochineniia, 28:4-8.

ZASelections from the Writings and Speeches of William Lloyd
Garrison, ed. R. F. Wallcut (Boston: R. F. Wallcut, 1852), 72.

25, pid. 74-76.
28, pid, 75-77.

271olstoi, Kingdom of God, 12 (Sochineniia, 288). Toistoi's
enthusiasm for Garrison affected his disciples too. In 1888, Khilkov told
Chertkov that "it wouldn't hurt [Tolstoi] to add what the meaning of the
teachings of Jesus are —— something like Garrison's Declaration” See
Dmitry Alexandrovich Khilkov to Vladimir Chertkov, 28 November 1888, in
Sochineniia, 86:192.

28Tolstoi, Kingdom of God, 21 (Sochineniia, 28:15).
29 pid. 12 (Sochineniia, 28:8).

3°Vasily Vasilyevich Rozanov, Oko/o tserkovnykh sten, 2 vols. (St
Petersburg: Tip. F. Vaisberga i P. Gershunina, 1906), 2:116.

31Ernest Crosby, "Seventieth Birthday of the Grand Old Man of
Russia,” Social Gospel | (September 1898} :14-18; Crosby, "Count Tolstoi
at Seventy,” Coming Age | [February 1899) :172-177; Biriukov, Biografiia
Tolstogo, 3:264; Leo Tolstoi to Ernest Crosby, 4/12 January 1896, 12/25

31



April 1906, in Sochineniia, 69:13; Ernest Howard Crosby, Garrison, the
Non-Resistant (Chicago: The Public Publishing Company, 1905).

32 .
Leo Tolstoi to Edward Garnett, 21 June 1900, in Sochineniia,
72:396-397.

331 olstoi, “The Root of the Evil" 503.

34 '
Andrew Dickson White, " Autobiography of Andrew Dickson
White, 2 vols. (New York: The Century Co., 1905), 2:81.

35Leo Tolstoi to Wendell Philiips Garrison, March-15 April 1886,
in Sochineniia, 63:343; Biriukov, Biografiia Tolstogo, 4:90. Also see Leo
Tolstoi to Viadimir Chertkov, 6 October, 11 January? 1904, in
Sochineniia, 88:309-310, 316.

36Vladimir Tchertkoff and Florence Holah, A Short Biography of
William Lloyd Garrison (London: The Free Age Press, 1904), vi, vii. The
introduction to the Garrison biography was reprinted in Fanny Garrison
Villard, William Lloyd Garrison on Non-Resistance (New York: The
Nation Press Printing Company, Inc.,, 1924), 46-65.

37 rchertkoff and Holah, op. cit., vii, vii
38/bid., ix, xi.

39/bid., xii. For similar sentiments, see Leo Tolstoi to Bernhard
Evienstein, 27 April 1894, in Sochineniia, 67:103-105.

0, bid., vii, xii

4, bid., v.

42 N ..
Sochineniia, 26:380.

43Leo Tolstoi to Afanasy Afanasevich Fet, 30 January 1873, in
Sochineniia, 62:7.

MFor thoughtful discussions of the abolitionists’ moral ambivalence
about force and their sense of righteous violence, see Demos, "The

32



Antislavery Movement and the Problem of Violent 'Means,’ " 501-526;
Freidman, Gregarious Saints: Self and Community in American
Abolitionism, 1830-1910, 196-224; Jane H. Pease and William H. Pease,
"Confrontation and Abolition in the 1850s,” Journal of American History
LVl (1972) :923-937; Perry, Radical Abolitionism, 231-267; Brock,
Pacifism in the United States, 667-685.

45866 James M. McPherson, The Struggle for Equality:

Abolitionists and the Negro in the Civil War and Reconstruction
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1964); Brock, Pacifism in 'the
United States, 689-712.

“Switliam Lloyd Garrison, Jr. to Leo Tolstoi, 28 September 1906,
Garrison Family Papers, the Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College,
Northampton, MA. Also see Leo Tolstoi to Ernest Crosby, 12/25 April
1906, in Sochineniia, 76:137-138. The above letter is the only extant
piece of correspondence between the children of William Lioyd Garrison
and Tolstoi in the Garrison Family Papers.

47For studies of Ballou's career and philosophy, see William
O. Reclhert, "The Philosophical Anarchism of Adin Ballou," Huntington
Library Quarterly 27 (1964) :357-374; Lewis Perry, "Adin Ballou's
Hopedale Community and the Theology of Antislavery,” Church History
XXXIX (1970) :372-389; Richard Rollins, "Adin Ballou and the
Perfectionists Dilemma,” Journal of Church and State 17 (1975)
:459-476; Terry R. Hopkins, "Resist Not Injury with Injury: Adin Ballou and
the Principle of Christian Nonresistance” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Minnesota, 1982); Perry, Radical Abolitionism, 134-157, 261-267,
274 273

Ballou's major works include Non-Resistance in Relation to Human
Governments (Boston: Non-Resistance Society, 1839); Christian Non-
Resistance, in all its Important Bearings, |/lustrated and Defended
(Philadelphia: J. M. MKim, 1846); Practical Christian Socialism (New York:
Fowlers and Wells, 1854); Primitive Christianity and its Corruptions, 3
vols. (Boston: Universalist Publishing House, 1870-1900); Autobiography

33



of Adin Ballou, 1803-1890, ed. William S. Heywood (Lowell, MA: The
Vox Populi Press, 1896); History of the Hopedale Community, ed.
William S. Heywood (Lowell, MA: Thompson A. Hill, 1897).

48 .
Liberator, 6 December 1839.
49
Ballou, Autobiography, 508-5089.

50
For an excellent discussion of Ballou's changing views, which
conditioned his reaction to Tolstoi, see Perry, Radical Abolitionism,
271-278.

51Ballou, Autobiography, 510; Lewis G. Wilson, "The Christian
Doctrine of Non-Resistance,” The Arena Xl (December 1890) :3-4;
Tolstoi, Kingdom of God, 13 (Sochineniia, 289); Aleksandra Tolstoy,
Otets. Zhizn' L'va Tolstogo, 2 vols. (New York: lzd. im. Chekhova, 1953),
2:60-61.

S2g0chinenila, 50:97-98.

53Leo Tolstoi to Lewis G. Wilson, 22 June 1889, in Sochineniia,
64:270-272. Also see W.ilson, "The Christian Doctrine of Non-
Resistance,” 4-5; Sochineniia, 50:98, 208-209.

54Leo Tolstoi to Dmitry Alexandrovich Khilkkov, 23 June 1889, in
Sochineniia, 64.278.

®% 6o Tolstoi to Pavel Ivanovich Biriukov, 1 November 1889, in
Sochinenjia, 64:323. For similar sentiments, see Leo Tolstoi to Mikhail
Alexandrovich Novosyolov, August 1889, in Sochineniia, 64:302; Biriukov,
Biografiia Tolstogo, 3.109. Also see Tolstoi's diary entry for 14 August
1890, in Sochineniia, 51:145.

‘ *®Adin Ballou to Leo Tolstoi, 14 January 1890, in Wilson, "The
Christian Doctrine of Non—Resistance,” 5-9. There are no extant letters
between Ballou and Tolstoi in the Ballou Family Papers at the Bancroft
Memorial Library, Hopedale, Massachusetts.

57Leo Tolstoi to Adin Ballou, 21-24 February 1890, in

34



Sochineniia, 65.34-36. Also see Wilson, "The Christian Doctrine of
Non-Resistance,” 10-11; Sochineniia, $1:22, 125. In late March of
1890, Tolstoi sent another letter to Ballou, but it apparently never arrived
in America. Tolstoi asked Ballou about the New England Non-Resistance
Society and thanked him for the “great pleasure and profit" he derived
from his writings. See Leo Tolstoi to Adin Ballou, 30 March? 1890, in
Sochineniia, 65:113.

58Wi|son, "The Christian Doctrine of Non-Resistance,” 11; Leo
Tolstoi to William L. Kantor, 8 April, 1890, Leo Tolstoi to Adin Bailou, 30
June, 1890, in Sochineniia, 65:71, 113. Also see Tolstoi's diary entry
for 1 July 1890 in Sochineniia, 51:56.

SQA Tolstoy, Otets, 2:71; Wilson, "The Christian Doctrine of Non-
Resistance,” 12; Sochineniia, 51:78.

60Biriukov, Biografiia Tolstogo, 3:109. Also see Sochineniia,
92:20.

61Leo Tolstoi to Mikhail Alexandrovich Novoyolov, August 1888,
Leo Tolstoi to Dmitry Alexandrovich Khilkkov, 21 February, 15 March
1890, Leo Tolstoi to —--—-- , April 1880, in Sochineniia, 64:302,
65:28-29, 46, 64. :

62Leo Tolstoi to Dmitry Alexandrovich Khilkov, 23 June 1889, in
Sochineniia, 64:278. Also see Leo Tolstoi to Pavel lvanovich Biriukov, 6
November 1889, in Sochineniia, 86:146.

63Leo Tolstoi to Viadimir Chertkov, 3 July, 22 August 1890,
18-19 March 1881, in Sochineniia, 87:32, 45, 77. In late March of
1891 Tolstoi also sent Chertkov a copy of Wilson's article from The
Arena.

6“Leo Tolstoi to Pavel Ivanovich Biriukov, 1 November 1889, in
Sochineniia, 64:323.

®3Leo Tolstoi to Viadimir Chertkov, 28 July, 17 September 1890,
in Sochineniia, 87:37, 47. Also see Tolstoi's diary entries for 8 July, 28

35



July, 2 August, 22 September, 14 October 1890, in Sochineniia, 51:60,
68, 71, 91, 95.

66Leo Tolstoi to Viadimir Chertkov, 15? October 1890, in
Sochineniia, 87:49.

7
¢ Sochineniia, 51:174. Ballous Christian Non-Resistance was
finally published in a 1908 Moscow edition. See Sochineniia, 86.:65-66.

®8Mikhail Lvovich Tolstoi to Vladimir Chertkov, 4 November 1890,
in Sochineniia, 87:390.

69A. Tolstoy, Otets, 2:71.
70Biriukov, Biografiia Tolstogo, 3:139.
71Wiison, "The Christian Doctrine of Non—Resistance,” 3.

72Leo Tolstoi to William L. Kantor, 9 April 1890, in Sochineniia,
65.71.

73Ballou, The Christian Doctrine of Non-Resistance, 12.
" 1bid, 142.

"% 1bid., 174.

7®bid., 224.

77Tolstoi, Kingdom of God, 15-19 (Sochineniia, 28:10-14).
"8/bid, 20-21 (Sochineniia, 28:15).

"®Ibid., 34-169 (Sochineniia, 28:25-130).

80, bid, 216-380 (Sochineniia, 28:165-293)

81/ bid., 272 (Sochineniia, 28:209)

82, bid. 19-20 (Sochineniia, 28:14)

83bid., 380 (Sochineniia, 28:293)

36



84Andrew Dickson White, The Diaries of Andrew D. White, ed.
Robert Morris Ogden (ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1959), 326.

85White, Autobiography, 2:83.

8% 60 Tolstoi to F. F. Bolabolchenkov, 31 May 1910, Leo Tolstoi
to Tatyana Tolstoi, April ? 1810, in Sochineniia, 82:242, 90:305.

87 60 Tolstoi to Adin Ballou, 21-24 February 1890, in
Sochineniia, 65.34.

®8niriukov, Biografiia Tolstogo, 3:198.

89Leo Tolstoy, What /s Art? and Essays on Art, trans. Ayimer
Maude (1898, New York: Oxford University Press, 1962), 228, 240
(Sochineniia, 30:149, 158-159).

37



The Carl Beck Papers

#605 Joseph P. Mozur, Doffing Mankurt's Cap: Chingiz
Aitmatov's "The Day Lasts More Than a Hundred Years"
and the Turkic National Heritage. $4.50

#604 Jayme A. Sokolow and Priscilla R. Roosevelt,
Leo Tolstoi's Christian Pacifism: The American
Contribution. $4.50

#603 Yasushi Toda, The Northern Pacific Fishery: A
Case Study of Soviet-Japanese Economic Relations.
$4.50

#602 Robert O. Freedman, The Soviet Union and the
Carter Administration. $5.50

#601 Mary FitzGerald, Soviet Views of SDI. $5.50

#508 Phillip Bryson and Manfred Melzer, Planning
Refinements and Combine Formation in East German
Economic "Intensification." $5.50

#507 Vladimir Shlapentokh and Vladimir Kontorovich,
Organizational Innovation: Hidden Reserve in the
Soviet Economy. $5.00

#503 Alexander F. C. Webster, The Romanian Legionary
Movement: An Orthodox Christian Assessment of Anti-
Semitism. $5.50

#301 Roberta T. Manning, Government in the Soviet
Countryside in the Stalinist Thirties: The Case of
Belyi Raion in 1937. $4.50

Please write for a complete list of titles in the
series.





