










possibility of genuine reform and harmony would be at hand. 
Paraphrasing Ballou. Tolstoi declared that if "all kept the commandment of 
nonresistance. it is evident that there would be no offenses. no. evil 
deeds. If these people formed a majority. they would establish the reign 
of love and good will. even toward the ill-disposed. by never resisting 
evil with evil, never using violence.,,82 Pacifism. Tolstoi concluded. would 
remake society by elevating tbe individual to a higher Christian 
consciousness. which lay in "serving the world by promoting the Kingdom 

83 . 
of God." The end of egoism and the rebirth of piety would return 
humanity to the precepts of a primitive. purified Christianity. 

Soon after the publication of The Kingdom of God. the American 
statesman and educator Andrew Dickson White visited the Tolstoi family 
at its .Moscow home. White and Tolstoi discussed American literature. 
and the Russian writer expressed his admiration for Emerson. Hawthorne. 

84 
Whittier. and Parker. Tolstoi then made an observation which shocked 
his American guest 

I then asked him who. in the whole range of American 
literature. he thought the foremost To this he made an 
answer which amazed me. as it would have astonished my 
countrymen. ... That greatest of all American writers was -­
Adin Ballou! Evidently. some of the philanthropic writings of 
the excellent Massachusetts country clergyman and rel~ious 

S
communist had pleased him. and hence came the answer. 

White was obviously unaware of Tolstoi's heavy reliance on Ballou 
for The Kingdom of God. But Tolstoi's statement to White seems 
curious in view of the fact that. though Tolstoi mentioned Ballou twice in

86 
letters written during the last year of his life. there is no indication that 
he ever read any works of Ballou other than those he had received from 
Wilson. Nor are there any references to Ballou in Tolstoi's voluminous 
correspondence from 1894 to 1909. One is forced to conclude that 
while Ballou had greatly influenced Toistoi during his writing of The 
Kingdom of God. Garrison was closer to Tolstoi's ideal of a Christian 
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reformer. Perhaps if Tolstoi had read Ballou's autobiography (published 
posthumously). and his history of the Hopedale utopian community. his 
interest in the American would not have waned. By contrast. Tolstol's 
desire to propagate the ideas and life story of Garrison never flagged. 

While Ballou did not capture Tolstoi's unreserved admiration as had 
Garrison, he had served a vital purpose. In Ballou, Tolstoi had discovered 
a remarkable man who had unswervingly dedicated his whole life to the 
crusade Tolstoi had belatedly recognized as the sole path to the kingdom 
of God on Earth. Tolstoi had been perplexed by Ballou's willingness to 
make seemingly vitiating adjustments on the issue of pacifism. "The great 
sin is the compromise in theory," he had lectured Ballou, referrin~ to his 
"plan to lower the ideal of Christ in order to make it attainable:' 7 But 
Tolstoi could only admire Ballou's reasoned and compelling argumentation. 
Ballou had provided Tolstoi with a broader and clearer understanding of 
Christian nonresistance which impelled him to incorporate Ballou's "most 
remarkable,,88 writings into his own last major work. By the late 
nineteenth century Ballou was a shadowy figure in the United States, yet 
he had cast a long shadow at Yasnaya Polyana. heavily influencing Tolstoi 
at a crucial point in his search for moral perfection. 

It It It 

Three years after publishing The Kingdom of God, Tolstoi wrote an 
ethical treatise on the creative process entitled What Is Art? (Chto takoe 
iskusstvo?). in which he eloquently described the sense of universality 
produced by great art In an illuminating commentary on his own 
experience as artist. Tolstoi contended that a "real work of art destroys 
il'l the consciousness of the recipient the separation between himself and 
the artist, and not that alone. but also between himself and all whose 
minds receive this work of art" We feel "the mysterious gladness of a 
communion which, reaching beyond the grave, unites us with all men of 
the past who have been moved by the same feeling and with all men of 
the future who will yet be touched by them:,89 Nor surprisingly, Tolstoi 
concluded that the most profound and affecting art evoked Christian 
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sentiments of forgiveness, peace, and worldwide brotherhood. 

These sentiments had been at the heart of all Tolstoi's writings, 
whether fictional. didactic, or polemical. By Tolstoi's definition, Garrison 
and Ballou belonged to the pantheon of the world's great artists, for they 
satisfied his definition of art by the universal, Christian philosophy 
expressed in their writing. Tolstoi had certainly felt a strong sense of 
communion with these antebellum New England pacifists. His discovery 
of Garrison and Ballou in the late 1BBOs had galvanized his thinking and 
inspired his writing. At a time in his life when he was struggling to 
develop a more systematic ideology of nonresistance, he had been moved 
by their eloquence, arguments, and heroic careers as Christian pacifists. 
As a result, Tolstoi publicized the ideas of the two Americans in his many 
letters to intellectuals and reformers throughout the world. 

Tolstoi's philosophy of nonviolence might well have developed in 
much the same way had he never learned of Garrison or Ballou. Tolstoi's 
pacifist tendencies, after all, had antedated by decades his discovery of 
the New England resistance movement Thereafter, his spiritual journey 
remained primarily inspired by his own life experiences and by his 
aversion to official Russia. But the writings of Garrison and Ballou, with 
their emphasis on the incompatibility of Christianity and human conscience 
with violence and statism, helped reinforce, order, and amplify Tolstoi's 
own understanding of nonresistance. There remained important cultural 
and ideological differences between Tolstoi and these American pacifists, 
yet. he felt deeply gratified and fortunate to have been influenced by the 
"mysterious gladness of communion" they had provided, 
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