


























80. Vyltsan, Zavershailiushchii etap, 144 and 165. Vylt-
san’s figures include all taxes and procurement payments as
well as payments in kind to the MTS in kind for services
rendered. Vyltsan tends to regard all such payments as
forms of taxation on the peasants.

81. WKP 111, 23, 27, 153-154, 169, and 175; WKP 321, 97.
82. WKP 203, 22-23.
83. WKP 362, 407.

84. WKP 321, 93. In 1937, MTS directors were paid salaries
between 650 and 1,000 rubles a month, when most raikom
secretaries were paid 500 to 550 a month. WKP 238, 254-
255; WKP 362, 411; WKP 176, 163-164. But living standards
on newly constructed MTS, like Baturninskii, were often
deplorable, especially in regard to housing. For this, see
WKP 181, 6-13.

85. WKP 385, 355-385; WKP 321, 130; WKP 111, 150. A
"group" contained less than the three full party members
required by party bylaws for the establishment of a PPO.

86. WKP 313, 53 and 70-76. 1In 1934, approximately 40% of
all collective farm chairmen were party members and
approximately 40% of all members of the raion party
organization were members of collective farms. WKP 313,
32. No comparable data exist for 1937 in the Smolensk
Archive.

87. This also occurred in other raions of the Western
oblast”, resulting in charges of "wrecking” being leveled
against oblast’ leaders at the height of the Great Purges
in the summer and fall of 1937. Oblast’ leaders were
charged with being directly responsible for the decline of
the party’s presence on the collective farms. WKP 238,

105-108. However, party "control" of agriculture was
stronger in Belyi raion than in some other raions in the
oblast’. Four raions in the oblast’ in 1937 lacked enough

Communists in their raion land departments (raizo) to form
PPOs in that institution, a key link in agricultural
administration since the raizo was the local government
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agency entrusted with the supervision of political and
economic developments on the collective farms, including
the functioning "collective farm democracy." Ibid., 32.

88. WKP 321, 139.

89. WKP 313, 33, 100, 124 and 147. Party saturation rates
were also higher at this time. In the raion as a whole in
1934, there was one Communist (member or candidate) for
every 247 inhabitants, one for every 35 in town and one for
every 433 in the countryside.

90. Another factor contributing to the decline of rural
party membership between 1934 and 1937 was the abrasive
personality of the Belyi raikom party secretary at that
time, Kovalev, whose wrath often fell on rural Communists.
For all the factors contributing to the decline, see WKP
111, 3-65; WKP 313, 70-74 and 130-131; Idelvich, "Izmeniia
v administrativno-territorial’ nom delenie Smolenskoi
oblast,"” Materialy po i1zucheniiu Smolenskoi oblast, vypusk
1V, 399.

91. Absent entirely from this list are positions of
authority within the rural soviets and collective farms,
like the chairmen of the collective farm auditing
commissions (which monitored collective farm finances
periodically), collective farm bookkeepers, the heads of
collective farm livestock commodity farms; collective farm
brigade leaders and the heads of the departments
(otdelenie) in the rural soviets.

92. WKP 111, 108 and 195.

93. Fears of such "class aliens” in positions of power or
influence run throughout the minutes of the closed sessions
of raion party conferences, plenary sessions of the raikom
and meetings of the raikom bureau in Belyi raion found in
WKP 321 and WKP 111. Western scholars have long been
dubious of such labels, since such terms were often freely
applied in the upheavals of collectivization and the First
Five Year Plan. Although not all such charges were true by
any means, after 1932, the party was careful to investigate
such charges before it accepted them, dispatching emis-
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saries to the home town of the accused, usually to inter-
view neighbors. Soviet authorities, however, were prone to
use the term "class" differently than do the citizens of
most industrial nations, attributing a parent’s social
status to their children. This was clearly a definition of
"class" rooted in the experiences of the old regime, in
which children generally followed in the footsteps of their
parents and opportunities for social mobility were defin-
itely limited, especially for the lower classes. One can-
not understand the history of the thirties without under-
standing that persons deemed "class aliens” were common
throughout the Soviet state apparatus and economic institu-
tions and that undereducated party members were often
highly dependent on the skills of persons thus categorized.
Soviet policies had probably rendered such individuals
hostile to the regime, even if they were not so inclined to
begin with. "Class aliens"” were repeatedly dismissed from
jobs, blamed for any wrong doings in the institutions in
which they were employed, expelled from the party (when
they were "unmasked"), and subjected to a vast array of
legal restrictions on their political rights and personal
opportunities from the 1920s on. For these latter, see
Elsie Kimerling, "Civil Rights and Social Policy in Soviet
Russia, 1918-1936," The Russian Review, 41, 1 (Jan. 1982),
24-46.

94. WKP 285, 355-385; WKP 111, 1-24.

895. WKP 321, 70-74. Fainsod is wrong when he claims in
Smolensk Under Soviet Rule (p. 145) that each rural soviet
contained a single collective farm.

96. WKP 313, 147; WKP 321, 138. Also, Belyi raion is no
exception in this regard. The rural soviets in neighboring
Sychevka raion contained on the average 17.4 "populated
points,” 8.7 collective farms and a population that ranged
from 1,900 and 12,000 apiece. The typical rural soviet in
nearby El’‘’naia raion contained anywhere from four to
fifteen collective farms and an adult population of between
500 and 600 individuals (at a time when half the Soviet
population were children). WKP 202, 232-233; WKP 201, 65.
For national data, see Atkinson, The End of the Land
Commune, 298-300.
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97. Such conditions could be found throughout the Western
oblast’, as a survey of the functioning of the rural
soviets in mid-1935 by the Central Control Commission
reveals. WKP 236, 1-27, 58-71 and 95-148.

98. WKP 362, 82-97; WKP 313, 83.
99. WKP 362, 82-97.
100. WKP 385, 296.

101. The number of sympathizers in the raion had been
growing since the mid-thirties, consisting of 126 persons
in the raion as a whole in 1937, up from 68 in 1935. WKP
321, 140. Sympathizers in the 1930s were not simply per-
sons who sympathized with the goals of the party. They
occupied an official status within the party, below that of
candidate members. Before being accepted as a sympathizer,
one had to go through the official screening process at the
hands of the local party organization, only somewhat less
demanding than that required of candidates. Sympathizers
were also organized into separate sympathizer or combina-
tion party-sympathizer groups. WKP 321, 280

102. In Belyi raion, the Komsomol officially consisted of
848 members in 1937, organized in 90 PPOs. But the Komso-
mol raikom often went as long as four to six months without
meeting, and the Komsomol raikom secretary in the fall of
1937 admitted candidly that the organization was "in
shambles." Hindering Komsomol work in the raion was the
fact that the local organization possessed only four
full-time staff members, who were constantly being sent on
various campaigns and missions to the rural soviets and
collective farms by the party raikom, resulting in the
Komsomol leadership’s neglect of Komsomol work. As a
result, Komsomol saturation of the raion student body was
exceedingly low. At the Belyi Technicum for the Mechani-
zation of Agriculture, the raion’s premier educational
establishment located in the town of Belyi, only 91 of the
315 member student body were Komsomols in 1937. WKP 321,
133, 141; WKP 111, 33, 54, and 217; and WKP 101, 10.

103. WKP 321, 4-5, 100, 130 and 173-174.
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104. Ibid., 128-131.
105. Ibid., 35-38.

106. B. N. Perlin, "K istorii 1l 'nodstvo na Smolenshchina,",
236. Flax production on one desiatina of land involved
11-12 days of men’s labor and 64-65 days of women’s labor.

107. WKP 313, 32; WKP 321, 100 and 173-174. Party work
among the raion’s Stakhanovites was so weak that raion
authorities were unable to find a bonafide Stakhanovite
milkmaid who was a party member to send to ceremonies in
Moscow in 1936 and had to fake the production records of a
party member-milkmaid. For this, see the discussion of the
Nekulinova affair that figured prominently in the Great
Purges in Belyi raion. WKP 111, 187-190; WKP 321, 204-205,
and 228-229.

108. WKP 321, 134.

109. WKP 111, 48-49.

110. Ibid., 216.

111. WKP 321, 129. Even then, the chairmen of the Shooting
Star Collective Farm, one of the three singled out for at-
tention by raion leaders, complained in the spring of 1837
that his farm had received no instructions from raion
authorities for six months. WKP 111, 39.

112. WKP 321, 50; WKP 201, 65-74.

113. Kollektivizatsiia, 511-512.

114. WKP 111, 46.

115. WKP 362, 12.

116. WKP 111, 97. Telephone services in Belyi raion
appears to have been fairly typical of the RSFSR as a whole

for this time. See Vliast’ Sovetov, 6-7 (April-May, 1937),
79.
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117. WKP 362, 231-232. Although the raikom secretary and
the head of the raizo were provided with automobiles which
were supposed to be used by the staff of their offices,
these vehicles were reserved for the personal use of the
raikom secretary and raizo head, who used them to travel
around the small town of Belyi and to make occasional
visits to the railroad station, thirty kilometers away.
118. WKP 234, 398; WKP 313, 8.

1198. Earlier apparently, even horses were lacking! WKP
313, 77.

120. WKP 111, 4.

121. [Ibid., 11, 16, 38, 46, and 97.

122. Ibid., 17.

123. WKP 321, 93 and 134; WKP 362, 5.

124. This was even true of one of the local procurement
agents at the height of procurements in 1937; WKP 321, 225
and 282-283.

125. WKP 111, 48, 178, and 181.

126. Ibid., esp. 1-3; WKP 321, 12-304.

127. WKP 111, 93; WKP 385, 153.

128. WKP 321, 93.

129. Ibid., The Shamilovo Sovkhoz boasted the largest PPO
outside the town of Belyi.

130. WKP 111, 54.
131. Ibid., 55.
132. In 1937, overall procurements payments were reduced,

while past arrears in such payments were cancelled. In
addition, the central government agency entrusted with
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estimating the harvest in the field, i.e., the notorious
"biological yield,” on which procurements payments rested,
was abolished. The functions of this agency were trans-
ferred to local authorities more sympathetic towards local
collective farmers. At the same time, the collective farms
were exempt from unpaid, corvee-like work in road construc-
tion, seed sorting, and hauling and unloading fuel for the
MTS (from the railway station thirty kilometers from the
town of Belyi). For these developments, see WKP 238,
254-255 and 261-263. Pravda, March 26, 1937, 1; June 10,
1837, 2; June 28, 19837, 1; July 5, 1937, 2; May 12, 1837,
1; and Vyltsan Zavershaiushchii etap, 162-163. See also
the memoirs of I. M. Borisevich, who was chief agronomist
in Minsk raion in the 1930s. Borisevich remembers with
great pride how his estimates of biological yield were set
deliberately low, with the interests of local collective
farmers in mind. Yosif Mikhailovich Borisevich, "V te
trudnye gody,"” V nachale bol ‘shogo puti: memuarnyil sbornik
(Minsk, 1975), 159.

133. Although no raion data is available on the level of
1837 flax procurements, oblast’ data would suggest that
flax procurements were far lower than normal. As late as

October 1, 1937, when such procurements were long overdue,
the two major flax trusts in the Western oblast’, the
Smolensk Flax Trust and the Viaz’'ma Flax Trust had received
respectively only 61% and 35% of the flax procurements due
them. WKP 238, 169-186. See also Pravda, September 16,
1937, 3. In addition only 40% of the seed fund for the
planting of the next year’s crops had been collected in
Belyi raion as of December 16, 1937, again long after such
collections were due. Only 50% of the planned levels of
autumn plowing of spring crop lands was actually plowed in
1937 in the raion, and the plans for road construction and
forest procurements, both of which were heavily dependent
on collective farm labor, remained underfulfilled, despite
new regulations that went into effect in 1937 requiring
that peasants be paid for such labor. WKP 321, 44, 267,
275, 293, and 303.

134. WKP 111, 180.
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135. Ibid., 75, 77, 85, 160, 178, 192, 213-214 and 221; WKP
321, 281-282; WKP 362, 326; and Vyltsan, Zavershauishchii
etap, 81-94.

136. Vyltsan, Zavershauishchil etap, 260.
137. Pravda, March 13, 1937, 6.

138. Ibid., March 10, 1937, 6; March 11, 1837, 6; March 13,
1937, 6; June 15, 1937, 4; June 16, 1937, 6; July 2, 1937,
6; July 15, 1937, 6; July 18, 1837, 1; July 30, 19837, 6;
July 31, 1937, 6.

139. Ibid., March 22, 1937, 1 and July 8, 1937, 3.

140. On August 27, Pravda was compelled to publish a lead
editorial denying that rural soviet chairmen were "com-
pletely liberated” by the new measure from helping collect
grain procurements. [bid., August 27, 1937, 1.

141. WKP 321, 94. Oblast’ authorities appear to have
exerted little more influence over their subordinants in
the raion land department (raizo). Between 1935 and 1937,
33 heads of raion land departments in the Western oblast”’
were replaced, but in only ten of these cases were these
officials replaced at the instigation of the oblast’ land
department. Pravda March 6, 1837, 2.

142. Vyltsan, Zavershauishchii etap, 24-25, 35-36, 41-45
and 270-260.

143. WKP 237, 174. Nonetheless during the Great Purges,
raion soviet executive committee chairman Stogov was
charged with illegally removing 54 of the 210 collective
farm chairmen in the raion. WKP 111, 9; WKP 321, 196.
144. WKP 362, 28; WKP 203, 38.

145. WKP 111, 106 and 153.

146. Ibid., 74 and 77.

147. WKP 362, 586-590.
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148. WKP 111, 180. The local newspaper, Bel ‘'skaia komuna
may have helped to impede defense loan collections by
carrying articles that threatened the prosecution of any
local offical who collected the loan "illegally," by
resorting to "collective signatures,” i.e. allowing the
collective farm chairman to sign up the entire collective
farm for the loan, which would then be deducted from the
gross income of the collective farm before it was distri-
buted among its members. According to the newspaper, the
only way to collect the loan legally was to collect "indiv-
idual signatures,"” allowing collective farmers to refuse
individually to subscribe to the loan. Bel ‘skala komuna,
August 12, 1937, found in WKP 111, 191.

149. WKP 362, 340.
150. WKP 111, 106 and 153.

151. For such interpretations of the constitution, see
Pravda, March 11, 1937, 1 and 3; Bel “skala komuna, No., 76
(August 12, 1937), 2, found in WKP 111, 192. J. Arch Getty
was the first to recognize the importance of the 1937
elections and the radical interpretation given them by
leading government and party officials. For this see
Getty, Origins of the Great Purges, chapter 6.

152. WKP 321, 99 and 267; WKP 111, 24, 29, 34, 51, 58, 72,
77, 85-86, 88, 121, and 226.

153. Pravda, October 12, 1937,1; WKP 111, 124.

154, WKP 385, 152; WKP 321, 127. For reports of peasants
leaving collective farms elsewhere at this time, see Prav-
da, March 2, 1937, 3; June 30, 1937, 3; and September 14,
1937, 4.

155. Gabor Tamas Rittersporn, "Du Goulag de la litterature
a l’histoire de la politique penale en Union sovietique,
1933-1953," Critique politique, 7/8 (1981), 18-19.

156. WKP 111, 83. Kulaks were also said to have returned

in significant numbers in Minsk Oblast. Pravda, August 2,
1937, 3.
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158. WKP 362, 83-97.

159. Vyltsan, Zavershiaushchii etap, 251.
160. WKP 111, 107.

161. The Great Purges in Belyi rafon will be discussed in a
future article.

162. Getty, Origins of the Great PUrges, chapter 6.

163. WKP 111, 73. The actual charges raised against Stogov
in the party elections was that his father had earlier been
expelled from the party for being a kulak but that subse-
quently the father’s membership .was restored. Ibid., 166.

164. Petro G. Grigorenko, Memoirs (New York/London, 1982),
36-37.

165. For a discussion of "the myth of the tsar"” and how it
was used by the peasants consciously as well as shaping
their behavior, see Daniel Field, Rebels in the Name of the
Tsar, (Boston, 1977) passim. For some indications that the
Soviet populace tended to blame lower level officials for
the USSR’s problems while exonerating Stalin, see John
Scott, Behind the Urals (Bloomington, 1973), 41-43. See
also the letters of complaint written by ordinary citizens
of Belyi raion in 1937 in WKP 362 and WKP 203.

166. Roy A. Medvedev, "New Pages from the Politiéal
Biography of Stalin" in Tucker (ed.) Stalinism 214-215.

167. WKP 111, 86, 103, 106-108, 123, 178-179, 182-184, 195,
198, 213-214; WKP 321, 214, 242-245, 282-283 and 293.
Calls, however, for the prosecution of chairmen who with-
held procurements and of peasants who diverted fertilizer
from collective lands to private plots become more frequent
towards the second half of 1937, but subsequent statements
in party meetings would indicate that no action followed
such calls as late as the end of 1937.
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