


receiving a particular status, and transportation, sale, or registration of property. Thus,
tightly interwoven political and socioeconomic conditions are among the factors that
either stimulate or prevent the development of migration flows.

Migration in the post-Soviet region can be divided into three major periods. The
first, immediately following the dissolution of the USSR (1991-1992) was marked by
the outflow from Russia of all the NIS titular nationalities (except for Armenians).
During this short period, political factors, such as the fear of the loss of citizenship of
their newly formed titular states, dominated the migrants’ goals.

In the second period (1993-1995), emigration from Russia declined and
immigration intensified. This trend concerned both Russians, who were frequently
discriminated against in the new states, and other Russ1an-speakers and representatives
of all the NIS titular nations, motivated by both economic (relatively higher living
standards) and political (instability in many NIS) considerations.

The third period started in 1996. It has been marked by a steady decline and a
general leveling off of migration activity due to political stabilization in many NIS,
moderation of governmental policies toward minorities, a shrinking pool of potentlal
migrants, and the unfavorable situation for mlgrants in Russia and some other receiving
countries. Thus the relative significance of economic factors in the formation of migration
flows is increasing simultaneously with the decline in importance of political factors.

The dissolution of the USSR resulted initially both in the intensification of interstate
migration flows and in their reorientation primarily toward Russia. The increase in net
migration to the Russian Federation was based primarily on the decline of emigration
from that country to the NIS: in 1989-1998, emigration from Russia decreased more
than two times as compared to the 1980-1988 period.123 As a result of this change,
during 1991-1995 alone, Russia received from the NIS more migrants than in the
previous fifteen years—the period when the Russian Federation already had a positive
balance in the inter republican exchange. In 1989, Russia received 124 immigrants
from other republics per 100 emigrants. In 1994, the ratio reached its highest point of
495:100,124 declining to 385:100 in 1998125 and 283:100 in 1999.126

In 1994—the peak year of the population inflow to Russia—that country received
1,146,000 migrants, with the net immigration amounting to 915,000.127 In subsequent
years, the scale of immigration to Russia somewhat decreased. Overall, during 1989-
1998, migration-based population growth in Russia amounted to 4,226,000 (8,004,000
immigrated to the Russian Federation and 3,778,000 left the country).128 For 1989-
1998, Russia had a positive migration balance w1th all the post-Soviet states (see table
12). While the ratio of emigrants and immigrants was close to 1:1 in exchanges with
Belarus and Ukraine, 1:1.4 with Moldova, and 1:2.6 with Lithuania, it was between
1:3 and 1:5 for most other NIS, reaching 1:5.1 in exchange with Georgia and 1:6.8
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